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Rwanda 


Bugarura Refugees Release 26 Red Cross 
Employees 


F.42909094593 Kigali Radtodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 0430 GMT 29 Sep 93 


[Text] The 26 Red Cross employees held as hostages by 
Bugarura [Byumba prefecture] refugees regained their 
freedom last night after being detained for three days. 


The war-displaced people wanted to express their anger 
at the decision by Red Cross officials to change the 
location of the humanitarian aid distribution center. 
They did not want to hear about Murehe and had 
demanded that aid distribution operations take place as 
usual at Bugarura camp. Murehe was described as being 
too far from Bugarura, while the Red Cross found that it 
was Strategic during the rainy season, when trucks car- 
rying aid supplies cannot climb up to Bugarura. 


The negotiations that culminated in the release of the Red 
Cross employees were conducted by representatives of the 
Prime Minister's Office and the Belgian Red Cross. 


Zaire 


President Mobutu Rejects Dictator Label, 
Confirms Poll 


PM 2809110793 Milan EUROPEO in Italian 27 Sep 93 
pp 43-5 


[Interview with President Mobutu Sese Seko by Patrick 
de Saint-Exupery in Kinshasa; date not given] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] [De Saint-Exupery] Mr. 
President, your country is in a state of total collapse. 
How was this point reached? 


{Mobutu] The answer is simple. Peace reigned in our 
country until 1990. A dollar, at that time, was worth 535 
Zaire, as compared to 5 million zaire today. There were 
no strikes. Life was a party. But those who claimed to be 
acting “in our interest’’ in the West threw out my 
democratization plan. They pushed the Zairian opposi- 
tion to ask for many more than the three parties I had 
planned on having. The result? Today there are almost 
600 political parties... 


[De Saint-Exupery] So it is the West’s fault? 


{[Mobutu] Not only the West’s. It is also the fault of those 
who organized the strikes, with thousands of people 
marching in the streets to insult the president. Under 
those conditions, | withdrew to the interior of the 
country. But remember that our former allies (Belgium, 
France, the United States) have cut all relations of 
economic cooperation with us, and not even the IMF has 
come to our help. In short, they want to strangle us! 
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{De Saint-Exupery] But do you not think that the present 
catastrophe is also due in part to the problem of the 
system's being worn out after 28 years of uninterrupted 
power? 


{Mobutu] What system are you talking about? It 1s 
Mobutu who put an end to himself in order to lead his 
country toward democracy. So what do you mean by 
“worn out’? 


[De Saint-Exupery] A system that has been called a 
“predator's economy,” which has despoiled the country 
of its wealth in order to concentrate it in the hands of 
very few... 


{Mobutu] You Westerners love acting as judges. You no 
longer hand out anything but judgments and sentences. 
Your countries behave like censors. I can tell you this: It 
1S not proper. My opponents go around Europe saying 
that Mobutu ts finished, that if he sets foot in Kinshasa 
again, he will be lynched. I have been here in the capital 
for two months, I waik around the ordinary markets, and 
1 am in the best of health. You speak of the system being 
worn out. My answer is: I am still here as a gesture of 
defiance. Yes. to show the affection that the Zairian 
people have for their leader, Zaire’s unifier, Zaire’s 
peacemaker! The Zairians remember that peace 1s his 
work! He 1s peace! He is national unity! For some people, 
he is democracy! For some people, democracy 1s dis- 
order; I had to personally put an end to disorder. I had to 
make it clear that it was time to stop playing around. 


[De Saint-Exupery] You have not answered my question 
about the predators’ economy... 


{Mobutu] There are too many people in the West’ who 
want to teach lessons, especially when it comes to Africa. 
But is what you are doing right? When the peoples of 
East Europe threw off the shackles of communism, a 
bank was immed:ately set up to help them. What about 
Africa? A national [as published] conference should 
immediately have been called to get certain heads of 
state to see reason, instead of listening to the fine words 
of the political refugees who attended universities in 
Europe. You cannot compare our poor African econo- 
mies with European economies. | produce raw materials, 
and you work them. I produce, and you set the prices. Do 
you find that normal? 


[De Saint-Exupery] Let us turn to the political situation. 
There are two parallel governments in Zaire today: one 
appointed by you, and the other by opposition leader 
Etienne Tshisekedi, who accuses you of plunging the 
country into a chaos worse than 28 years ago... 


{[Mobutu] Tshisekedi 1s disorder! He 1s the one who had 
the 5 million-zaire bills printed! But for those who wish 
to see it, the political situation is clear: In no country in 
the world can one proclaim oneself prime minister the 
way Tshisekedi has done. In 1991 I asked all the political 
leaders to rally around me to find a solution to Zaire’s 
troubles. | instructed Transition Assembly President 
Moswengo to take care of that. I [as published] achieved 


tt 


nothing. He 1s not a nationalist; he is maneuvered trom 
abroad. My tragedy is that I always think first and 
foremost of Zaire. But there 1s a conspiracy against me 


{De Saint-Exupery] Who is behind this conspiracy” 


[Mebutu] That is what | wonder, too: Why torment me? 
They are trying to get the people to rise up against the 
“dictator,” and the opposiie happens: This crushed people 
applauds the dictator. You see, there is a Zairian logic. 
which is not the same as Cartesian logic. If people abroad 
had left us alone, we would already have resolved the 
Situation. It 1s absurd to try to impose on us behaviors that 
are extraneous to our customs and unsuited to Africa. 
They should worry about giving us economic aid instead. 


[De Saint-Exupery] But how can you ask for economic 
aid when nobody even knows how the money will be 
used, in whuse pockets it ‘vill end up, and what results it 
will achieve? 


[Mobutu] Of course, you Westerners say that the money 
ends up in the pockets of Zaire’s political leaders. But 
have you heard of one country giving money to Zaire 
recently? No, because none 1s. I hear certain U.S. parlia- 
mentarians Stating that, since independence in 1960, 
Zaire has received aid totaling $1! billion. Mobutu 1s 
alleged to have pocketed it. The United States has not 
forked out a cent: The $1 billion people are making all 
the noise about consisted of food, medicine, and 
machinery. Is that the sort of stuff leaders can pocket? 


[De Saint-Exupery] On the subject of relations with the 
West: What do you think of Belgium, your former 
colonizer, declaring you “persona non grata” at King 
Baudouin’s funeral? 


{Mobutu] It was an obscene move, designed solely to 
humiliate me. Anyway, what does not inviting me mean? 
And to a funeral? You have to be Belgian to do some- 
thing so absurd... 


[De Saint-Exupery] Your presidential mandate ran out 
in 1991. You then benefited from a tacit agreement 
reconfirming it for two years. But now that time is 
almost up... 


{[Mobutu] We will be organizing a constitutional reter- 
endum in October. 


[De Saint-Exupery] Does the Transition Assembly agree’ 


{Mobutu] The country’s primary institution 1s the pres- 
ident of the republic! The Constitution says so. | am an 
institution! You must remember that if you are to 
understand Zaire. 


[De Saint-Exupery] But to organize a referendum you 
need structures, ballot boxes, ballot papers. maybe even 
observers. And it is already the end of September... 


[Mobutu] The questions and the ballot papers are ready, 
the organization is being set up. There will be interna- 
tional observers from the OAU and the United Nations. 
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| have already discussed the matter with UN Secretary 
General Butrus-Ghal. | am keen on these elections. You 
in the West talk of dictatorship? Well, bere is the only 
dictator in the world who wants to call his people to 
elections but finds himself confronting an opposition 
that rejects them! 


(De Saint-Exupery}] What if you lose the referendum? 


(Mobutu] I am not afraid of losing. But if I do lose, | will 
retire here, to my palace of Gbadolite. And, if my 
successor were to ask me, | might even help him tor the 
first few months. He could come here to consult with me 
on any problem. | could appeal to the people to help him. 
Why not? In some people's view, Mobutu ts so stuck on 
power that he could never agree to relinquish it. But Lam 
no African king. The idea that some people see me like 
that surprises and amuses me. 


Mende Calls For Sending UN Troops, Criticizes 
Vionsengwo 

BR2S809154993 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 

27 Sep 93 p 10 


[Report on an interview with Information Minister Lam- 
bert Mende, signed “FDS,” in Brussels; date not given: 
“Mobutu No Match for United Nations—Tshisekedt's 
Minister Mende Calls For Sending Blue Helmets to 
Zaire] 


[Text] Lambert Mende, information minister in Etienne 
Tshisekedi's anti-Mobutu government, will be vice pres- 
ident of the UN General Assembly as a representative 
for Zaire this week. In the meantime, the situation 1s 
bogged down in Kinshasa. Even UN envoy Lakhdar 
Ibrahim: did not succeed in bringing about an agreement 
between Mobutu and the opposition last week. Mende 
claims: “The international community should draw its 
conclusions from this situation.” 


‘“Mobutu has never seriously pursued an agreement.” 
Lambert Mende believes. “All that he wanted was to buy 
time, so that his delegation would continue to represent 
Zaire at the UN General Assembly. The heart of the 
problem is the full implementation of the National 
Conference's decisions, and Mobutu 1s still trying to 
change these constitutional provisions unilaterally.” 
Last week, Monsignor Monsengwo, chairman of the 
High Council of the Republic, which 1s the provisional 
parliament established by the National Conterence. 
stated that there was only one problem that remained to 
be solved. ““Monsengwo said so after a meeting with 
President Mobutu. But Mobutu ts no longer above the 
law, as he was during his 28 disastrous years in power. 
No, democratic forces have emerged in our country, and 
they must be taken into account by mediators. We have 
been under the impression lately that Monsengwo ts too 
eager to comply with the dictator's demands.” 
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ls Tshisekedi’s camp criticizing Monsengwo? “Well, let 
us say that we are surprised at his somewhat too ind- 
vidual approach. Monsengwo 1s chairman of the High 
Council, but he must not substitute himself for that 
Council. A merge between person and function is always 
dangerous. We should not forget the fact that the presi- 
dent used to identify himself with the national interest, 
and that is considered the very cause of the current chaos 
in Zaire. We are surprised that Monsengwo does not 
press for a resumption of the discussions within the High 
Council. It has not been meeting for a long time, 
although the Council is expected to continue preparing 
the democratization. As a mediator, Monsengwo 1s cer- 
tainly one of the National Conference’s mainstays, but 
we must see to it that he does not jeopardize one of the 
National Conference's other acquisitions, t.e., the 
interim government. 


As is well known, this government is headed by Etrenne 
Tshisekedi. When Monsengwo referred to the one 
problem that remained to be solved, he clearly meant 
Tshisekedi, who is and remains unacceptable to Mobutu. 
Mende stated: “Just like Monsengwo was elected 
chairman of the High Council by the National Confer- 
ence, Tshisekedi was also elected head of the govern- 
ment. Tshisekedi enjoys the confidence of a vast 
majority of Zairians.” 


Alternative 


Mobutu has proposed another “opponent,” Kengo wa 
Dondo. as an alternative. “The president wants to burn 
Kengo politically. By using all kinds of tricks, he is trying 
to create a political vacuum around Tshisekedi. I have 
not read anywhere that Kengo has fallen into that trap. 
He is fully aware that his fate would be the same as that 
of Nguz a Karl-I-Bond, Mungul Diaka, Faustin 
Birindwa, and many others who took that dead-end 
street before him.” 


Last week, it was suggested that the appointment of the 
“technocrat’’ Kengo would be welcomed in Brussels, Paris. 
and Washington. “Only the High Council appoints or 
dismisses government leaders. It would be intolerable if 
our foreign partners would interfere in this matter. 
Besides, we have not received any signal at all from our 
partners, who officially recognize the Tshisekedi govern- 
ment, that they intend to change their course.” 
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That may well be, but is Tshisekedi’s government not 
simply incapable of governing? The situation in Kinshasa 
iS infinitely more chaotic than in Moscow. “Since 
November last year, we have indeed been victims of 
sabotage. The presidential camp uses its militias in order 
to keep us from working. According to our constituuion, 
this comes down to high treason. This situation should be 
brought to an end as soon as possible. That is why we are 
calling for an immediate meeting of the High Council, 
which 1s the appropriate institution to that effect.” 


“The alternative is civil war, which we want to avoid as 
long as all legal step. nave not been used. A procedure had 
been started in the High Council to oust Mobutu. Mon- 
sengwo has stalled this procedure, but we would like to get 
it going again as soon as possible. Even Mobutu has 
promised UN envoy Ibrahim: that he would not interfere 
with the High Council’s functioning. If he would once 
again prevent the Council from convening, the interna- 
tional community should draw its conclusions.” 


Observers 


Following summarizes fis mission in New York. “On 11 
October, we will have the opportunity to address the 
General Assembly. Meanwhile. the Security Council will 
have received “Ibrahimi’s report. which will no doubt 
support our proposals. We are calling for immediate 
humanitarian aid. In addition, we are asking for a suffi- 
cient number of military observers, who must inspect 
whether human rights and the tundamental freedoms are 
respected in Zaire during the period preceding the elec- 
tions. Our country is sufficiently rich and credible to bear 
the costs of political stabilization itself. Initially. 1t would, 
of course, be the international community which would 
finance the UN operation, but in our view it 1s merely a 
loan. We are willing to pay it back.” 


A sufficient number of military observers, he said. How 
many would that be? “For a country as vast as ours with a 
large population, they will have to be more numerous, 
maybe twice as many, as the 3,000 sent to Mozambique.” 


What if Mobutu closes his borders to these observers? 
“Enforcing human rights transcends the national inter- 
ests, for which the United Nations needs no authoriza- 
tion from the national authorities—who are to blame tor 
the large-scale violations of human rights in Zaire 
anyway. Has Aidid’s permission been requested betore 
sending troops to Somalia? Mobutu can crush his 
unarmed population, but he does not have the military 
or diplomatic means to resist the United Nations.” 


ANC Seeks ‘Positive Land Reform’ To Help 
Dispossessed 


MB2809152093 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] agriculture 
spokesman Derek Hanekom says there is a need for 
positive land reform to ensure that land is restored to 
dispossessed people and funds are available to procure 
this land. Addressing an agricultural-economic congress 
in Cape Town, Mr. Hanekom said this would entail 
repealing the Land Act and restructuring the Land Bank. 
He added, however, that there were employees in the 
Department of Agriculture who were doing excellent 
work and needed to be encouraged. 


Mandela Addresses Commonwealth Sanctions 
Advisory Committee 


MB2909073293 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 29 Sep 93 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] President 
Nelson Mandela has addressed a special meeting of the 
Commonwealth Committee of Foreign Ministers of 
Southern Africa in New York. He called on the com- 
mittee to continue its work until South Africa had 
completed its transition from an apartheid state to a 
democratic society. He said the committee should 
increase its efforts to ensure that all political parties, 
including the ANC, kept to their commitments. The 
committee was established to advise Commonwealth 
countries on sanctions against South Africa. 


ANC Says Not Opposed to IMF, World Bank 
Loans 


MB2809080793 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2044 
GMT 27 Sep 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 27 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] said on Monday its approach 
to World Bank and International Monetary Fund loans 
should be seen within the context of support for urgent 
reconstruction and develonment. 


The ANC was concerned that its Economics Chief 
Trevor Manuel was only partially quoted ahead of 
meeting the finance house in Washington on Sunday. 


News reports interpreted Mr Manuel's comments as 
“shunning as World Bank loans for South Africa’ when 
he stated that ‘World Bank finance is not on the agenda 
of this visit’’, the ANC said. 


This was misleading, the ANC said. The latest round of 
discussions had a specific focus as it coincided with the 
call by the ANC to lift sanctions. ““Therefore our delega- 
tion is in Washington to interact with the IMF, the 
World Bank and governments present in preparation for 
South Africa’s international re-engagement,” the ANC 
Statement read. 
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Setting Out its policy, the ANC said it believed that any 
“arrangements agreed to, in the interim and in future, 
must not undermine the sovereignty of South Africans to 
formulate economic policy”. 


“Therefore any loans from the IMF, the World Bank or 
any institution or government, should be seen within the 
context of support for the urgent reconstruction and 
development efforts of our people.” 


In line with this policy, the ANC supported South 
Africa’s application for a 850 million U.S. dollar 
drought-related loan from the IMF, without the usual 
stringent conditions attacned. 


Monday’s ANC statement also noted that over the past 
two years it had sent delegations to attend the annual 
meetings of the IMF and World Bank in order to 
acquaint itself with the procedures and functioning of 
these organisations. 


As South Africa’s re-engagement gained momentum in 
coming months, the issues involved needed to be care- 
fully discussed and understood, particularly the char- 
acter of any loans and grants. 


“Such discussions cannot take place overnight, and must 
involve a representative and legitimate South African 
authority, namely the Transitional Executive Council.” 


Mr Manuel was reported to have spelt out a cautious 
approach to foreign loans, conveying a fervent wish to 
avoid the bank and the IMF calling the shots on eco- 
nomic policy. 


Even though South Africa’s economy was in “tatters”, as 
Nelson Mandela told the World Economic Development 
Congress on Friday, “we don’t want to get into a major 
borrowing programme,’ Mr Manuel was quoted as 
saying. 


PAC Says Government, ANC ‘Grandstanding’ on 
Sanctions 


MB2809112593 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1042 
GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 28 SAPA—The Pan-Africanist 
Congress [PAC] on Tuesday slated the bilateral “‘grand- 
standing” of the government and the African National 
Congress [ANC] in their calls for the lifting of sanctions 
against South Africa. 


PAC foreign affairs head Gora Ibrahim said at a Johan- 
nesburg press conference the PAC viewed current polit- 
ical developments with trepidation and repeated its 
viewpoint that an “all-inclusive” democratic solution to 
political problems be found before sanctions are lifted. 


‘All patriots and those who sincerely believe in genuine 
democracy are upset that there exists the perception that 
the regime and a section of the leadership of the ANC are 
involved in bilateral deals which they hope to impose on 
the rest of us,” Mr Ibrahim said. 
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Certain actions by the government and the ANC tended 
to give credence to that perception, he added. 


The Negotiating Council at multiparty talks at Kempton 
Park had decided that all agreements reached so far 
would have to be finally endorsed at its plenary session, 
and this plenary session had not yet been held, Mr 
Ebrahim said. 


“The manner in which the government and the ANC 
conduct themselves gives the impression that they do not 
intend to honour their commitment to holding a plenary 
session to finally endorse the agreements.” 


This did not augur well for genuine democracy and 
confidence- building. The government and the ANC 
were telling the world everything in South Africa was in 
place and were using this false perception to campaign 
for the unconditional lifting of all economic trade and 
financial sanctions. 


“In fact the Transitional Executive Council Bill was 
rushed through Parliament more to have sanctions lifted 
than to democratically solve the problems facing the 
country. The imposition of sanctions was a collective 
effort and it was never the preserve of one organisation 
or an individual. Its lifting, therefore, must also be a 
collective decision,” Mr Ibrahim maintained. 


He said the “showmanship” of Mr Mandela and Mr de 
Klerk in the United States and the United Nations might 
have impressed some, but it had not assisted in moving 
forward the democratic process in South Africa. 


The PAC maintained the standpoint there could be no 
lifting of sanctions until full consensus had been reached 
at the multiparty talks and sanctions should remain in 
place until the April 27 general election. 


Mr Ibrahim said loans extended to South Africa by the 
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 
would end up in the coffers of the government and be 
used to buy votes. 


“A premature lifting of sanctions will only benefit the 
regime,” he said. 


PAC’s Alexander Warns UN Against Lifting 
Sanctions 


MB2809160793 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1528 
GMT 28 Sep 93 


[By David Greybe] 


[Text] United Nations Sept 28 SAPA—Sanctions must 
remain, Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] Secretary- 
General Benny Alexander appealed at the United 
Nations on Tuesday, opposing the African National 
Congress’ [ANC] call for their lifting only a few days ago. 
He warned that investors who came to South Africa now 
might lose their money because of the political insta- 
bility, which he blamed on the government. 
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Mr. Alexander charged that state President F W de 
Klerk’s government was engaged in a deliberate “con- 
spiracy to reduce the African population numerically”. 


He was addressing a specially-convened meeting of the 
UN Special Committee Against Apartheid, the same 
body ANC President Nelson Mandela addressed last 
Friday when he called for the lifting of economic sanc- 
tions. 


Mr. Mandela addressed the special committee in the 
General Assembly during the lunch break, while Mr. 
Alexander delivered his speech in a side room. “Ninety 
per cent of the violence in South Africa comes trom Mr. 
de Klerk’s regime.” Mr. Alexander claimed. “This vio- 
lence is part of the conspiracy to reduce the African 
population numerically and frustrate majority rule in 
Azania which 1s democracy.” 


According to Mr. Alexander, the “genocide plot” had 
been finalised at an unspecified secret meeting of the 
South African Government in 1985 


He argued that the Transitional Executive Council 
[TEC] would not introduce real black empowermen’ tn 
South Africa. “Since the proposed TEC neither consti- 
tules a new government nor an important shift of power, 
it is Our considered notion that it cannot be used as a 
reference point on whether or not to lift: remaining 
economic sanctions. All remaining sanctions should 
remain in force until a new constitution 1s in place to 
ensure elections for a new government.” Mr. Alexander 
said. 


He argued that the international community's positive 
response to Mr. Mandela's call was not surprising. The 
last countries to impose some form of sanctions were 
also the first to lift them, he said. “These countries have 
for years been looking for an excuse to go back tn their 
own national interest to invest in South Africa—a situ- 
ation worse than slavery and racism because South 
Africa 1s today a classic example of genocide,” Mr. 
Alexander said. 


Nothing fundamental has changed for the vast majority 
of the African people,” he added. © The cosmetic changes 
in South Africa have benefitted a tiny elite whose leaders 
have been made millionaires overn ght and manipulated 
in the interest of those who value their money more than 
justice, morality and freedom in our country.” 


He said the loss of black lives caused by the government 
and its collaborai ors was receiving less attention because 
African life was considered to be of less value. “The truth 
of the matter 1s that the stage has been reached in world 
politics when the interests of the victims of apartheid are 
in conflict with national interests of certain countries. 
especially those who contributed to the colonisation of 
our country...” 


Concluding, Mr. Alexander said tribunals had been set 
up in the past to try crimes against humanity—-which the 
UN had declared apartheid to be years ago. “But in 
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South Africa where the crime against humanity persisted 
so long against Africans, it is business as usual with the 
apartheid racist colonialist regitne... History will judge 
very harshly those who will allow themselves to be 
mesmerised by this glaring injustice.” 


IFP, ANC Spar Over Buthelezi Self-Defense 
Units Call 


MB2809191393 Johannesburg SAPA i: English 1804 
GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] Durban Sept 28 SAPA—A volley of words 
between Inkatha and the African National Congress 
[ANC] over the legitimacy of the IFP’s [Inkatha 
Freedom Party] envisaged self defence units continues. 
Inkatha charged on Tuesday night that Zulus on the Reef 
were being singled out for genocide and ethnic cleansing, 
which necessitated the need for the establishment of self 
defence units (SDUs). 


The row over the formation of the SDUs evoked scathing 
criticism from all political quarters, since news of the 
move emerged at weekend Inkatha rallies addressed by 
its President Mangosuthu Buthelezi. An unsigned state- 
ment issued by the Inkatha Freedom Party information 
centre in Durban on Tuesday night charged the existing 
security forces were powerless to contain violence. It 
further claimed that the majority of people were disen- 
chanted by this alleged lack of protection. “Are their 
lives so cheap?” the statement questioned. 


The National Peace Accord made provision for forma- 
tion of SDUs, said the statement, which noted the units 
were protection units, to be manned by the community 
and not Inkatha. 


In a jibe at the ANC and government, Inkatha said, 
“government surely cannot be serious in its criticisms (of 
Inkatha’s SDUs). It is party to an agreement with the 
ANC, actually giving the ANC the go-ahead to continue 
it training of MK [Spear of the Nation; ANC military 
wing]”’. The party also claimed the ANC was recruiting, 
training and deploying thousands of cadres countrywide. 


The ANC PWV [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging] 
region immediately rejected the statement. Said 
spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa: “The ANC its involved in 
a process of rezistering all its personnel in anticipation of 
joint control us all armed formations and the national 
peacekeeping force”. 


On Inkatha’s charge of recruitment and training of MK, 
Mr. Mamoepa said these fell within the auspices of a 
bilateral agreement with the government, and was also in 
terms of the Pretoria Minute, signed in August 1990. 


The ANC spokesman agreed with the Inkatha statement 
that SDUs had to be accountable to the community, but 
he added: “Clearly Buthelezi is not calling for public 
accountability, he is calling for units to defend ...IFP 
members”. 
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SDUs, in terms of the National Peace Accord should not 
be aligned to political parties or groups. This effectively 
rendered them private armies. MK was nol a privaic 
army, bui a liberation army, and in terms of the Transi- 
tional Executive Council, would be fully accountable, 
said Mr. Mamoepa. 


Mandela, Buthelezi To Jointly Tour Unrest Areas 


MB2809201793 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1800 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] President 
Nelson Mandela and IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
Chairman Mangosuthu Buthelezi are to begin joint visits 
to violence-torn areas soon. This was disclosed by ANC 
National Chairman Thabo Mbeki after a follow-up bilat- 
eral meeting of the two organizations in Ulundi. 


[Begin recording] [Mbeki] As you know, chief minister 
had proposed that there should be visits to various 
troubled areas like the East Rand, Ixopo, and so on, and 
so we're looking at the question of the dates for those 
joint visits between himself and Nelson Mandela. But of 
course, the matter couldn't be finalized because Nelson 
Mandela is not in the country at the moment, but we're 
looking specifically at dates as to when those joint visits 
could take place. 


{Buthelezi] I'm very happy, myself, with the progress 
that was made, and also with the contributions that my 
colleagues made in the discussion. Second, of course, we 
discussed the whole issue of taking the constitutional 
discussions forward, and as Mr. Mbeki said, that’s 
exactly what happened—that possible dates are being 
considered to continue the bilaterals that we have 
already started. [end recording] 


ANC’s Mokaba: De Klerk Must Remove Police 
From Townships 


MB2909101593 Johannesburg THE STAR in Enelish 
29 Sep 93 pl 


[Report by Abdul Milazi] 


[Text] In an attack on the SAP [South African police] 
Internal Stability Unit (ISU, at an ANC [African 
National Congress] rally in Benoni yesterday, ANC 
Youth League president Peter Mokaba demanded that 
“criminal De Klerk take his dogs” out of townships. 


Mokaba told thousands of ANC supporters at a rally held 
at the Willowmore Park Stadium in Benoni to demand 
the withdrawal of members of the ISU from townships. 


“They (the ISU) have a choice. They either move out 
willingly or they will be forced out. We are here to say to 
criminal De Klerk, take your dogs out of our townships”. 
Mokaba lashed out at homeland leaders, kwaZulu's 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, Bophuthatswana’s Lucas 
Mangope and Ciskei’s Brigadier Oupa Gqozo, calling 
them puppets of the white regime. 
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He also accused President ge Klerk and Buthelezi of 
terrorising township residents. “Gatsha (Buthelezi) 1s 
currently campaigning for armed defence units. What 
does he know about war? When he thinks he can start a 
civil war, he 1s wrong.” 


Mokaba said the ANC would govern South Africa 
whether the homeland leaders liked it or not. He said the 
coming election would not be a contest between the ANC 
and other parties, but the “people's fight against the 
enemy”. 


“If the ANC does not take over in the coming elections, 
nobody and no party will be capable of doing so,” said 
Mokaba. He called for unity among all black liberation 
movements, saying they should all back the ANC in the 
April election. 


After the address, Mokaba. Winnie Mandela and ANC 
PWV (Pretoria, Witwatersrand, /ereneeging] region sec- 
retary-general Obed Bopela led a march to the Benoni 
police station. 


ANC, AVF Issue Joint Statement on Bilateral 
Talks 


\MB2409114693 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 1129 
GMT 24 Sep 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 24 SAPA—The Afrikaner 
Volksfront [AVF, Afrikaner National Front] and the 
African National Congress [ANC] will continue and 
intensify the bilateral discussions they have held in the 
past two weeks, AVF leader Gen Constand Viljoen and 
ANC National Chairman Thabo Mbeki said in a joint 
statement on Friday. The discussions, at executive lead- 
ership level, had been held in the wake of both sides’ 
statements that political leaders should exhaust all 
means of peaceful engagement as a matter of urgency to 
prevent the proliferation of violence and anarchy. 


The discussions covered a wide range of topics, including 
the AVF’s desire for a volkstaat [people's state] where 
Afrikaners would be able to survive as a nation. There 
had been a sense of realism «bout the serious differences 
of opinion which existed on crucial issues, the statement 
said. Yet there were also elements of commonality, for 
example a sense of urgency on the importance of creating 
positive economic growth in the country by ensuring 
peace. 


“These discussions have been encouraging. They will 
continue and be intensified as a matter of great urgency. 


‘“‘We want our followers to be reassured that the leaders 
are seriously attending to the important issue of the 
relationship between the AVF and the ANC in the future 
South Africa in the interests of all South Africa’s 
people.” 


The discussions were also inspired by the fact that the 
generally held religious beliefs and values of civilisation 
in South Africa made a serious effort of this kind an 
imperative rather than an option. 
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Participants on both sides recognised that a past lack of 
communication had contributed to serious polarisation 
over a long time. They agreed the discussions had 
already served the purpose of better mutual under- 
Standing and the building of greater trust and more 
confidence on both sides. 


“W. want to emphasise that frankness, mutual respect 
and sincerity characterised the spirit of the discussions. 
There is an overriding desire to work for reconciliation 
between these organisa ions which represent two impor- 
tet sectors of citizens in South Africa. 


“All participants were sincere in their desire to prevent 
further polarisation and possible war, which would not 
be in the interest of any one or the country as whole.” 


Information on future progress would be released 
through joint communiques. the statement concluded. 


ANC To Oppose Efforts To Take Over Lebowa 
Administration 


Vf B2804173893 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1600 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Excerpt] The ANC [African National Congress] says it 
will oppose any attempt by the South African Govern- 
ment to take over the administration of Lebowa. The 
ANC said in a statement this would only protect the 
rights of Lebowa ovficials. Regional and Land Affairs 
Minister Andre Fourie said South Africa did not wish to 
abolish the existing structures of self-governing territo- 
ries, but rather to prevent their collapse. He said legisla- 
tion which would allow the state president to intervene 
was recently passed by Parliament without any opposi- 
tion from the ANC. [passage omitted] 


Land Minister Outlines Lebowa’s Financial 
Problems 


\{B2809150293 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1432 
GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] Pietersburg Sept 28 SAPA—Some of the financial 
irregularities which led to the South African Govern- 
ment take-over of Lebowa’s financial affairs were on 
Tuesday outlined by Minister of Regional and Land 
Affairs Andre Fourie. 


Speaking to Pietersburg businessmen, Mr. Fourie said in 
April this year almost 200 officials of Lebowa’s Depart- 
ment of Justice were granted salary increases of between 
R{rand]24,000 to R49,000 a year. The officials each 
received R73,000 to back-date their increases. 


The Lebowa government also had appointed more than 
a 1,000 teachers whose salaries had not been included in 
its budget. 


Lebowa wanted to stop capital projects to enable it to 
pay its officials’ salaries. 


8 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Mr. Fourie said he had wanted to have talks on the 
problems with Lebowa Chief Minister Nelson Ramodike 
on Tuesday morning, but his request had been refused. 


Mr. Fourie said Lebowa had neglected to deal with 
numerous demands by businessmen and suppliers dating 
from May this year. Financial demands would now be 
attended to as quickly as possible. 


Work groups would investigate aspects of Lebowa’s 
finances and the awarding of tenders. Businessmen 
would be able to submit demands at a special office 
which had been opened in Pietersburg, Mr. Fourie said. 


Lebowa Chief Minister Rejects Maladministration 
Charges 


MB2809181693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1700 
GMT 28 Sep 93 


[By Norman Patterton] 


{ Text] Lebowakgomo Sept 28 SAPA—A defiant Lebowa 
Chief Minister Nelson Ramodike rejects charges of mal- 
administration against his government, calling it “ulte- 
rior political posturing”. Interviewed while flanked by 
his entire cabinet, Mr. Ramodike said the entire dispute 
had been sparked originally by a political rally in Piet- 
ersburg organised by National Party [NP] Transvaal 
leader and Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha. Mr. 
Botha had tried to recruit Lebowa’s ministers into the 
NP. 


Mr. Ramodike dismissed as diabolical nonsense reports 
that his cabinet had gone into hiding. “My administra- 
tion 1s very much alive and we're here to stay.” 


Mr. Ramodike accused seconded South African officials 
of irregularities, and challenged Regional and Land 
Affairs Minister Andre Fourie to resign and stand 
against him in the 1994 general clection. He said the 
Lebowan cabinet would align itself with the African 
National Congress/Patriotic Front. 


Mr. Ramodike dismissed reports of massive strikes in 
the territory, saying 30,000 public servants had shown 
up at the government complex on Monday “because they 
wanted to know why their cheques had been stopped 
because of so-called irregularities”. 


There were no gatherings on Tuesday and the atnio- 
sphere at the government complex, guarded by a security 
firm, seemed relaxed. 


Mr. Ramodike said he intended challenging Mr. Fourie’s 
taking over of Lebowa’s financial administration in the 
Supreme Court. He would also submit a memo to South 
Africa’s multiparty talks this week, calling for the with- 
drawal of the SA police [SAP] from Lebowa. He felt the 
SAP was interfering in the duties and functions of 
Lebowa police. 


The multiparty process and the Transitional Executive 
Council should take over administration of homelands 
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from the Nationalist government's successive disgraced 
“native affairs” departments, he said. 


The shortfall in Lebowa’s budget had come about despite 
the fact that South African cabinet ministers had been 
warned Lebowa’s appropriation was inadequate fo” its 
needs, said Mr. Ramodike. Some of the problems were 
also due to the incompetence of seconded white South 
African officials, some of whom had barely passed 
matric. These officials were rejects from other self- 
governing territories such as kwaZulu, he claimed. Three 
of them had withdrawn R{rand]63 million from Tribal 
Trust and Revenue Accounts and invested them pri- 
vately, he charged. A cabinet select committee and a 
chartered accountant were investigating this. and a pros- 
ecution would follow sooner or later. 


Mr. Ramodike said he had written to State President F 
W de Klerk offering to dissolve Lebowa’s government. 
but Mr. de Klerk had pleaded with him not to. 


Mr. Ramodike confirmed that Lebowa’s accounts had 
been overdrawn, but this had never been a problem in 
the past because the SA Government had previously 
passed the appropriation the following financial year 


Commenting on promotions and salary increases, he 
said the budget shortfall was caused by seconded 
accounting officials who had failed to update their 
records. 


Mr. Ramoutke turther alleged that Mr. Fourie had 
approached Venda and Gazankulu on the question ot 
Lebowan land being ceded to a so-called boerestaat [ Boer 
homeland]. He gave no details, though 


CP’s Hartzenberg Says ‘5th Plague’ Gaining 
Substance 

MB2909084293 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
27 Sep 93 p4 


[Text] Cape Town—The Conservative Party's [CP] fifth 
plague 1s gaining substance, CP leader Ferdi Hartzenberg 
said at his party's Cape congress in George. “By means 
of these plagues we are throwing everything into the 
struggle to find a solution before it becomes necessary to 
use the 10th plague, which will be violent action.” 


The first plague was the siege at the World Trade Center. 
the second was the opposition to proposals by the local 
government negotiations forum, the third was the CP 
leaders’ refusal to pay television licenses, and the fourth 
was the CP’s protest against the Transitional Executive 
Council, he said. 


Dr. Hartzenberg said at the opening of the congress on 
Friday night that “new means” are to be implemented at 
a series of meetings next month to let state President 
F.W. de Klerk and ANC [African National Congress] 
leader Nelson Mandela understand clearly that the Afri- 
kaner people are not going to be plowed under. “We will 
not settle for anything less than full self-determination, 
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and we will only take part in next year’s election if people 
get a chance to hold their own elections then.” 


The map for the Afrikaner s state cannot be drawn up in 
an office, as the people on the ground must themselves 
decide where the borders of such a state «sould be, he 
Said. 


CP Said To Use AVF After Losing Battle Against 
Reforms 


MB2909055093 Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
26 Sep 93 p 6 


{Report by Karin Brynard] 


[Text] The beginning of the end of the Conservative 
Party [CP] and of conventional right-wing political par- 
ties possibly came about this week. With the demise 
comes a new era of the so-called freedom struggle by 
right-wing political movements. 


RAPPORT has been informed this week by CP sources 
that through Parliament accepting legislation on the 
Transitional Executive Council on Thursday, the role of 
conventional parties such as the CP has now become 
archaic. 


The CP and a handful of Inkatha Freedom Party MP’s 
voted against the legislation. Their approximately 30 
votes against the legislation virtually disappeared into 
thin air against the o' erwhelming majority of 211 yes 
votes. Even attempts by its leadership to obstruct the 
parliamentary process did not benefit the CP much. 


Battle Lost in Parliament 


CP spokesmen have conceded to RAPPORT that their 
battle against reforms was lost in Parliament. From now 
on the party will increasingly resort to extra- 
parliamentary actions and maneuvers, with the focus 
falling on the Afrikaner National Front [AVF]—an 
umbrella organization of which the CP is a member. 
Resistance rather than con. entional debate will progres- 
sively become the right wing’s political style. 


CP MP for Randfontein, Dr. Corne Mulder, spells it out: 
“I think we have reached a stage where we say to the 
ANC [African National Congress]: You are now the 
establishment and we have entered the struggle. The 
struggle now shifts to the AVF front, because the party 
can no lcager attain its goals within the framework of 
rules.” 


Dr. Mulder said he foresees a period of growing anarchy 
and civil disobedience in right-wing circles, coupled with 
a type of holy war. 


CP MP for Pietersburg, Dr. Willie Snyman, this week 
referred to the idea of a holy war. 


He dubbed it a struggle based on scripture against a 
godless government that wants to bring an anti-Cristian 
reign over the Afrikaner. 
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Dr. Snyman said the struggle is therefore becoming a 
religious war—like the Islamic holy war—and the ulti- 
mate enemy is the ANC. However, the right wing first 
fixes its sights on what it has openly called the traitors— 
direct reference to the government. 


Another manner in which the right wing will conduct its 
politics in future has been voiced by party leader Ferd: 
Hartzenberg during the party's Cape congress. He spoke 
about a government in exile—irrespective of the fact that 
his party’s spokesmen cannot as yet say when and how 
the government in question will be brought about 


Tourism Industry Ruined 


The perception is nevertheless that the current structures 
of the AVF will make up the government in exile 


Dr. Mulder draws parallels with the Palestinian Libera- 
tion Organization, which recently signed an agreement 
with Israel on limited self-go. : in an autonomous 
area. 


be-an in 1948, and ever 
rism industry and 


Their struggle, says Dr. M. 
since they have destroyec 
harmed the economy. 


“But now they are where they wanted to be. We can 
make the country ungovernable in the same way.” he 
said. 


Mangope, Hartzenberg, Farmers Meet; Reject 
Unitary State 

MB2809131993 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] The Bophuthatswana government, farmers and 
Conservative Party [CP] members from the western 
Transvaal have held talks in Mmabatho and have 
rejected a unitary state as a solution to South Africa’s 
constitutional probiems. The delegates said that they 
were in favor of the principle of self-determination. 


The western Transvaal delegation was led by Dr. Ferdie 
Hartzenberg, and the Bophuthatswana delegation was 
led by President Lucas Mangope. More mectings are 
envisaged in the near future. 


Poll: National Party, ANC Electorates’ First 
Choices 


MB2909111593 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0942 
GMT 29 Sep 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Sep 29 SAPA—The National Party 
[NP] is the favoured party among coloureds and Asians, 
securing a 46 per cent and 39 per cent vote respectively, 
a Markinor research group has found. The African 
National Congress [ANC] came in second strongest, 
mustering 16 per cent of first votes by coloureds and 17 
per cent among Asians. 
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The findings emanate from a Gallup Poll on socio- 
political and economic trends conducted among 400 
coloureds and 400 Asians in metropolitan areas in July, 
1993, 


In a similar survey of whites and blacks, whites gave the 
NP a 43 per cent first choice vote, and blacks gave three 
per cent. 


The ANC received two per cent of the whites’ first vote 
and 68 per cent of blacks’ vote. 


The Inkatha Freedom Party received a one per cent vote 
among both coloureds and Asians. 


The research showed State President F W de Klerk as 
more popular than his National Party among 
coloureds—78 per cent said he was a good leader. 


Seventy-three per cent of Asians and 70 per cent of 
whites also approved of Mr de Klerk’s leadership, as did 
35 per cent of blacks. 


ANC President Nelson Mandela scored 70 per cent of 
black votes and 14 per cent among coloureds and Asians. 


Markinor Deputy Managing Director Christine 
Woessner said the gap between the NP and the ANC was 
substantial and it remained to be seen how the situation 
developed as the April, 1994 election approached. 


Finance Minister Confirms Agreement on Debt 
Repayment 


MB2809202193 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1800 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Excerpts] South Africa’s economic reconciliation with 
the rest of the world continued today when the European 
Community announced it will be lifting all economic 
sanctions on Monday. [passage omitted] 


The EC decision comes a day after a significant step for 
South Africa’s financial relations with the United States. 
In New York, Finance Minister Derek Keys confirmed a 
final agreement with the creditors with regard to the 
settlement of South Africa’s outstanding debt. It’s a deal 
which will greatly improve the country’s international 
banking opportunities. 


{Begin recording] [Keys] Well, it means that we're a 
credit-worthy country which is on the way to getting rid 
of the standstill situation which has prevailed since 
1985, and flowing from that, one can also speculate 
further and say that in due course, the two-currency 
system will be able to be got rid of. It’s like being on 
parole, and the parole officer's quite satisfied with us. 


[Economic correspondent Alec Hogg] That pretty much 
sums up the implications of the deal concluded by Mr. 
Keys and the economic spokesmen of the nation’s major 
political groupings. What's relevant, though, 1s that Mr. 
Keys chose to disclose the debt arrangement news at an 
investment conference rather than during his address 
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tomorrow to the plenary session of the International 
Monetary Fund meeting. That wasn’t by accident. 


[African National Congress Economic Department head 
Trevor Manuel] It's about providing a signal to other 
investors that South Africa is a country that you can do 
business with. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Finance Minister Denies Plans To Scrap 
Financial Rand 


MB2809141993 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] The minister of finance, Mr. Derek Keys, says 
speculation that the financial rand is about to be 
scrapped is wrong. Mr. Keys told our special represen- 
tative at an investment conference in New York that 
such speculation was based on a misinterpretation of 
Statements made by the state president, Mr. F.W. de 
Klerk, and others at a conference in Washington at the 
weekend. Mr. Keys said that the financial rand would go 
in due course when tt became irrelevant. He said this 
would happen when the discount between it and the 
commercial rand had disappeared. Mr. Keys said the 
matter could be safely left in the hands of the market. 


South African Press Review for 29 Sep 
MB2909132193 


{Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


S. Africans Not Seeing Coming Economic Boom—A 
page 18 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 29 September notes that addressing the UN General 
Assembly this week, President Clinton described the 
setting of South Africa’s first nonracial elections for 
April 1994 “as one of the new world miracles. Some- 
times it takes an outsider to discern the broader, brighter 
picture that tends to be missed by South Africans, their 
senses dulled by the din of rhetoric and violence.” 
Overseas investors eyeing the post- sanctions local mar- 
kets are deterred by the continuing violence, but at the 
same time are attracted by “many positive factors.” 
These include: natural resources, telecommunications, 
power, water, and transportation infrastructures. “Our 
pool of skilled manpower and a substantial black middle 
class also help to make South Africa very different from 
Africa's ‘basket cases’ that were rushed into political 
independence around the 1960s." THE STAR believes 
that “perhaps we are not seeing the coming boom for the 
gloom.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Only Good Profits Will Attract Investment—"The dash 
by American food group Pillsbury into the South African 
market, now that we have become respectable. 1s the type 
of investment this country can expect in the carly days of 
its rehabilitation,” says a page 10 editorial in Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY tn English on 29 September. But. 
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“South Africans who believe foreigners have some sort 
of duty to invest here should think again. Overseas firms 
will invest if they see a chance of making good profits, 
not because they feel sorry for the victims of apartheid.” 
How things ultimately develop “is up to South Africa. 
We have to carry through the political transition, con- 
vince the doubters, remove distrust, defeat the warmon- 
gers and root out the drive-by killers. so that we can 
concentrate on becoming a competitive nation in the 
new world opening up to us.” 
BEELD 

Right Wing “Their Own Worst Enemies’’—**The kind of 
destructive actions which the Conservative Party mem- 
bers of Parliament busied themselves with in Cape Town 
this week usually follows a set pattern: a certain amount 
of damage is caused in the process, but eventually the 
destroyer destroys himself,” notes a page 8 editorial in 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 24 September. 
“Their calling Constitutional Development Minister 
Roelf Meyer a traitor while hiding behind the protection 
of parliamentary privilege was a transparent attempt to 
prevent the passing of legislation which they oppose. 
They failed because they are a minority party.”’ “What 
they have harmed is the image of Parliament as a 
legislative authority which for decades has been domi- 
nated by Afrikaners.” “Thus the rightwing leaders. 
through blind destructive deeds, are systematically 
breaking down their organizations and all that they stand 
for. Such people do not need enemies; they are their own 
worst enemies.” 


Criticism of Transnet’s “Racial Discrimination’—A 
second editorial on page 8 of BEELD points out: “One of 
the most important aspects of the changes taking place in 
South Africa is affirmative action.” “But the great 
problem is how to apply such affirmative action without 
replacing the racial discrimination which apartheid 
caused against people of color with a system of racial 
discrimination against whites. Transnet, the transporta- 
tion network, apparently does not understand this art. It 
has publicly stated that in an effort to correct the racial 
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imbalance within its structure it will no longer hire 
whites. That is not just flagrant racial discrimination 
against whites. It can also lead to fewer qualified persons 
being appointed to do the work. Such a policy may ease 
guilty consciences, but will not necessarily lead to the 
same effective work and productivity. That's not affir- 
mative action. The success of affirmative action lies 
rather in the creation of equal opportunities for all, 
effective training of people and the appointment of the 
best qualified people for the work on hand. Color should 
have nothing to do with it.” 


RAPPORT 


Lifting of Sanctions—lIn its page 18 editorial, Johannes- 
burg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 26 September observes 
that “at a time when South Africa does not always have 
too many reasons tor ecstasy. One can understand why, 
after the announcement of the lifting of many years’ 
sanctions was made, there was jubilation for the dawning 
of an era of prosperity for the new South Africa. Images 
come up of employment opportunities for all, of busi- 
nessmen jamming flights to South Africa to sign up new 
contracts, tourists coming to admire the country’s scenic 
beauty, international loans freely available, full stom- 
achs, and most important of all. peace. A little euphoria 
is certainly in order.” However, RAPPORT warns of “a 
gigantic mountain still to be climbed—to experience the 
prosperity on the other side.” “A further sobering fact 1s 
that countries in Eastern Europe, some of them with 
refined technological developments such as the Czech 
Republic, are also yearning tor investment assistance.” 
“ANC leader Nelson Mandela's plea for an end to 
sanctions has been superbly ttmed—for his own political 
gain. The organization. therefore, has reason for jubila- 
tion. Mr. Mandela 1s at the moment the big hero in the 
U.S.—the leader of the organization which brought 
about sanctions and now lifting them amidst applause, 
also in South Africa.” “In the run-up to elections this ts 
pure gain.” But also the ANC, like the rest of South 
Africa, will have to realize now that “economic growth 
can only be based on healthy business principles and 
social order. Otherwise there will be woeful laments soon 
after the applause has died down.” 
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Angola 


President Dos Santos Rejects Savimbi's Call for 
Talks 


MB2809172993 London BBC World Service in English 
1700 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[From the “World News” program] 


[Text] The Angolan president, Eduardo dos Santos, has 
rejected a new offer of talks from the rebel UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
movement. Mr. dos Santos says UNITA must first 
withdraw from territories it has captured since rejecting 
the outcome of elections a year ago. UNITA's offer was 
relayed by President Miguel Trovoada of Sao Tome and 
Principe, who is visiting the capital, Luanda. Fighting 
continues in several parts of Angola despite UNITA’s 
announcing a unilateral cease-fire. The United Nations 
has imposed an embargo on the supply of arms and oil to 
UNITA until a cease-fire is in place. 


Government Terms for Talks Conveyed to 
Portugal’s Silva 


LD2909003893 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television in 
Portuguese 2219 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] [Announcer] President Eduardo dos Santos of 
Angola has sent [Portuguese Prime Minister] Cavaco 
Silva a letter asking for Portugal’s involvement in the 
peace process. The letter says that the fighting in Cuito 
has indeed stopped, but that it goes on elsewhere in the 
country. As a condition for an agreement on ending the 
fighting, Luanda wants UNITA to comply with a five- 
point list, one such point being its withdrawal from a 
number of localities. 


[Correspondent] President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
maintains that the crisis can only be resolved after the 
military withdrawal of UNITA from the localities it 
occupied after the elections. This must be followed by a 
cease-fire on terms to be laid down by the United 
Nations. UNITA must facilitate the provision of human- 
itarian aid, assistance to the sick and wounded, and the 
free departure of any Angolans and foreigners who 
express the wish to leave. Also demanded of UNITA is 
the express and unequivocal acceptance of the Bicesse 
Peace Accords and of the election results, and also 
respect for the laws passed by the organs of sovereignty 
instituted after the elections. Then, and only then, will it 
be possible to hold talks. 


Sao Tomean President Meets With Prime 
Minister, Others 


MB2909064193 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Statements by and interviews with Sao Tomean Presi- 
dent Miguel Trovoada, Nationa! Assembly Chairman 
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Dr. Fernando Franca van Dunem, Angolan Prime Min- 
ister Marcolino Jose Carlos Moco, and UN Special 
Representative Alioune Blondin Beye on 28 September; 
places not given] 


[Text] [Announcer] Sao Tomean President Miguel Tro- 
voada today visited Viana District Hospital. At the end 
of the visit, President Trovoada broke his silence, but 
had very little to tell the media. He promised, however, 
to speak about peace corridors on the day he returns to 
Sao Tome and Principe. 


[Begin Trovoada recording] I said | would speak to the 
media when | leave on 30 September. Obviously this 
visit has been going very well. I think these health centers 
are of the greatest importance in that they help rehabil- 
itate people so they can rejoin society. | also think that 
this visit helps render more solid the perception that 
there is a need to end this war as soon as possible, so 
those and other problems can be resolved. [end 
recording] 


[Announcer] This afternoon, Sao Tomean President 
Miguel Trovoada met Cardinal Don Alexandre do Nas- 
cimento and Bishop Emilio de Carvalho. The media did 
not have access to either meeting. This evening. Miguel 
Trovoada met Angolan Prime Minister Marcolino Jose 
Carlos Moco and National Assembly Chairman 
Fernando Franca van Dunem. The latter told us the 
meeting had focused on ways to achieve peace. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Dr. 
Franca van Dunem: Considering the current situation in 
Angola, where peace seems ever more distant, how do 
you see the efforts being made by Sao Tomean President 
Miguel Trovoada? 


[Van Dunem] It is a good thing not to forget that 
President Miguel Trovoada 1s the chairman of the group 
of the five Lusophone African countries. He is working 
for harmony and peace in our five countries. Speaking 
for myself—I have known him since | was very young. 
President Miguel Trovoada is Angola's friend. fend 
recording] 


[Announcer] The Sao Tomean head of state then pro- 
ceeded to meet Prime Minister Marcolino Moco. The 
two men discussed the role being played by Trovoada in 
the search for a settlement to the Angolan conflict, the 
Angolan Government's unequivocal and internationally 
supported positions, and the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola’s [UNITA] inflexible 
insistence On war. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Prime 
Minister Moco: We have just learned that, shortly before 
leaving Sao Tome yesterday, President Miguel Trovoada 
said he supported, or was in agreement with, the idea of 
a meeting between Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos and UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi in the presence 
of other African heads of state. Was that matter raised at 
this meeting? Has the government shifted its stance 
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concerning a meeting between President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos and Dr. Jonas Savimbi? 


[Moco] No, that issue was not touched on. In the final 
analysis, that kind of meeting has relative importance. 
The success of such formal acts hinges on correct prep- 
arations and on seriousness. That is our opinion, and | 
believe that is the experience of the Angolan people 
today. It does not help anyone to have two men shaking 
hands and embracing each other while others are per- 
ishing On the ground. We did not deal with that issue, but 
that is my Opinion: We must not approach it in a 
sensationalist manner. In fact, that was one of the 
interesting points we discussed with President Trovoada: 
We Africans cannot afford the luxury of playing with 
politics, because we have very fragile structures. We are 
only building our nations now, and there are many latent 
problems, so we must approach things seriously. Angola 
iS a Case in point in that people are being killed and the 
country is being destroyed, so we must not put up 
charades whereby people exchange embraces and hand- 
shakes with nothing achieved in the end. [end recording] 


[Announcer] Also in the evening, President Miguel Tro- 
voada met with UN Special Representative Alioune 
Blondin Beye. Though this was a meeting awaited with 
many expectations, Beye’s statement to the media sug- 
gested nothing new had arisen from it. 


[Begin recording] [Beye, in French with passage- 
by-passage translation into Portuguese] Yes, we have 
discussed new things, but I am not going to discuss them 
in public. I shall not do so, because what I want is peace 
for this country. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Is your idea of a meeting 
in Libreville still on? 


[Beye] Very much so. [end recording] 


Prime Minister on Talks 


MB290908 1693 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 29 Sep 93 


[Text] As part of the program of his visit to our country, 
Sao Tomean President Miguel Trovoada is scheduled to 
meet with the ambassadors accredited to Angola in 
Luanda this morning. Yesterday, the Sao Tomean head 
of state granted separate audiences to National Assembly 
Chairman Dr. Fernando Franca van Dunem, Prime 
Minister Marcolino Moco, and UN Special Representa- 
tive Alioune Blondin Beye. After the meeting, Prime 
Minister Moco said the meeting had been fruitful in that 
views had been exchanged, notably on peace. He did not 
give details about the meeting. The only novelty he 
announced confirmed what many already thought: 
namely, that Sao Tomean President Miguel Trovoada 
informed him about his contacts with the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]. 


[Begin recording] [Moco] I would not describe it as a 
message. It was, rather, a brief account of the contacts he 
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has been having with some UNITA officials and of some 
telephone calls he has been receiving from Mr. Jonas 
Savimbi. 


[Unidentified correspondent] At this stage, what 1s Pres- 
ident Miguel Trovoada’s role in the Angolan process? 


[Moco] As you know, he is the coordinator of the five 
Lusophone African countries. In addition to that, he ts 
an African and the leader of a country that is friendly to 
Angola. Our countries share great cultural, economic, 
and other ties. He is interested in seeing the Angolan 
people achieve peace as soon as possible. That 1s also our 
desire. 


[Correspondent] The United Nations set 25 September 
as the deadline for UNITA to stop fighting. Given that 
the much talked about Sao Tome meeting never materi- 
alized, have there been any new developments regarding 
UNITA’s position? What is new in President Miguel 
Trovoada’s message” 


[Moco] The Sao Tomean head of state has not come here 
with the aim of interfering in the Angolan people's 
affairs. We are all following what is going on. As 
newsmen, you better than anyone will know that UNITA 
has brought nothing new in its message. It continues to 
give us messages that amount to little more than banana 
peels, if you will permit the expression, and the govern- 
ment 1s no longer willing to go along with that kind of 
thing. We are giving them time so there can be some 
seriousness that will allow us to build real peace, recon- 
struct our country, and end the killing of our people. 


[Correspondent] On the basis of this information, what 
are the prospects now for resuming peace talks? 


[Moco] At this stage, we are waiting for a (?sign) from 
UNITA. Speaking for myself, | have not seen any such 
signs yet, so | would not like to talk about prospects. [end 
recording] 


UNITA Says Portuguese Prevented From Leaving 
MPLA Base 


LD2809140193 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] The situation of the Portuguese in Cuito remains 
worrying. UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola] says they are in an MPLA [Popular 
Movemen for the Liberation of Angola]-controlled base 
and that no one can reach the base because the road is 
mined. UNITA also says that the cease-fire is being 
observed. UNITA’s main concern, however, 1s how to 
explain to their soldiers that they cannot fire their 
weapons and must endure the international sanctions. 
The general feeling is one of anger, according to Fatima 
Torres, reporting from Huambo: 


[Torres] The Portuguese in Cuito are in the MPLA- 
controlled area, and the only reason they cannot leave 1s 
because the MPLA will not let them. They are not our 
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hostages, the UNITA men in Huambo said. This pro- 
voked a heated argument last night when the RTP team 
once again asked to talk to the Portuguese. 


For UNITA the matter is clear. General Ben-Ben has 
already said he will let them pass through his lines, it 1s 
the Angolan Government that is unwilling to make any 
effort to let them out. Therefore, I was told it would be 
very difficult to talk to them because, they said, you will 
not manage to reach the MPLA lines despite the fact that 
both sides are observing the cease-fire. This morning one 
more thing was explained: It 1s foolish to try to reach the 
line because the ground is full of mines. 


It is a real cat-and-mouse game, but there are others in 
these days of anger in Angola. A senior Huambo military 
officer spoke to me of his concern for the men at the 
front because, although UNITA is observing the cease- 
fire, international sanctions are in force. 


How do you explain this to the UNITA soldiers on the 
front line? There is total agreement by both sides on one 
point, that is that dialogue is necessary for coexistence. 
But the same officer told me that he escaped from 
Luanda and narrowly survived during the fighting at the 
end of October. This moderate man, who now lives in 
Huambo, keeps on repeating: Luanda kills, Luanda kills 
UNILA people. How do you coexist is the question 
repeatedly asked in Huambo, the very question | heard 
repeatedly in Luanda. 


MPLA Accuses Zaire of Breaking Embargo 
Against UNITA 


MB2809211193 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[Text] According to Angola’s MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] government, United 
Nations sanctions ordered by the Security Council 
against the UNITA rebels have been broken less than 
three days after coming into force. The sanctions were 
brought in to halt supplies of arms and fuel to Jonas 
Savimbi’s movement, which has been accused of inten- 
sifying its struggle for control of the country in recent 
weeks. Today, the MPLA pointed the finger at Zaire. On 
the line to Luanda Rose Billingam asked journalist 
Nicola Vargean what the Zairians are supposed to have 
done: 


[Begin recording] [Vargean] Well, diplomatic sources in 
Luanda confirmed today that big quantities of war 
materiel destined to the Angolan rebel movement, 
UNITA, are entering from this weekend to the north of 
Angola, trespassing the Zairian port of Matadi. 


{Billingam] And where were these arms actually headed 
for? 


[Vergean] Well, we don’t know that, but it is symptom- 
atic that the Angolan foreign affairs minister, Venancio 


FBIS-AFR-93-187 
29 September 1993 


de Moura, confirmed today that he informed in detail, 
like he said, about these new movements in the border to 
the members of the Security Council in New York. 


[Billingam] But what sort of arms were they? 


[Vergean] Well, it seems that in the last couple of weeks, 
UNITA—in prevision of the possibility that the Security 
Council will impose, like it happened Saturday [25 
September] at midnight, petrol and arm embargo— 
introduced in the country new quantities of arms in the 
prevision that the war will be continuing in the next few 
months. 


[ Billingam] Now, it is not actually the first time that the 
MPLA government has criticized Zaire for supporting 
UNITA, 1s 1? 


{| Vergean] Yes, the last couple of months we have these 
kind of accusations against Zaire and can believe that the 
moment was chosen just to make additional pressure 
over the Security Council to send more observers to the 
large Angolan-Zairian border, which has more than 
1.500 km of extension. [end recording] 


Radio Updates Military Situation in Cuito, 
Menongue 


MB2809201193 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Excerpts] The political and military situation in Curto 1s 
sull confusing. The movement of the people is limited, 
and whoever does not obey orders from the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] ts 
killed. [passage omitted] 


A total of 12 Portuguese citizens were among thousands 
of civilians killed during nine months of shelling by 
Jonas Savimbi's men against Cuito. According to the 
ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY, UNITA 1s still holding 
seven Portuguese citizens in Camacupa District. 


In Cuando Cubango, UNITA troops advanced 18 km 
from Menongue and attacked Angolan Armed Forces’ 
[FAA] positions. Our correspondent Freitas Manuel 
reports: 


[Begin Manuel recording] The Black Cockerel’s men 
attacked an FAA position 18 km to the north of 
Menongue and ambushed another group of government 
troops in Culei, (2wounding) four FAA fighters. In turn, 
government forces killed 13 UNITA bandits and cap- 
tured one RPG-7, two AKM’s, four clips, and one 
cartridge belt. Furthermore. 43 civilians from [words 
indistinct} under UNITA control, presented themselves 
to government forces here in Menongue. [end recording] 


UNITA Kills 85, Wounds 27 in Huila Provinces 
MB2809203993 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] A total of 85 people have been murdered in Que, 
60 km to the north of Matala in Hutla Province. There 
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was also destruction, and many people were wounded. A 
total of 27 others were seriously wounded, including 
women, children and elderly. The victims of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola's 
{UNITA] war machinery have already been evacuated to 
Matala Hospital, where they are receiving medical assis- 
tance. Many of these people did not hide the suffering 
they experienced. 


{Begin unidentified civilian recording] All the people 
were at the Que commune because the government army 
had requested them to resettle there for better protec- 
tion. UNITA men attacked the commune, however, 
using mortar shells, thus killing all these people. Some 
people escaped, but others, including old people, women, 
and children, were killed. [end recording] 


According to inforniation obtained at the site, the Black 
Cockerel’s men were still unsatisfied and went on to burn 
four houses with an unspecified number of civilians 
inside. 


Government troops did not fold their arms. According to 
Eugenio Saturnino, commander of the operational com- 
mand, the Angolan Armed Forces killed 17 UNITA 
troops, captured nine AKM’s, one RPG, and a quantity 
of rounds of ammunition. 


UNITA continues, however, to carry out actions in 
different areas of the region. 


[Begin unidentified speaker recording) UNITA men 
have been carrying out sporadic actions in a number of 
areas, particularly the theft of cattle and the planting of 
mines. They find it very difficult to carry out direct 
actions against our forces’ positions. [end recording] 


* MPLA Secretary General on UNITA, War, U.S. 


93A4FO801A Lisbon PUBLICO in Portuguese 
6 Sep 93 p 7 


[Interview with MPLA (Popular Movement for the Lib- 
eration of Angela) Secretary General Lopo do Nasci- 
mento, by Jorge Soares and Nuno Pacheco, !n Praia: 
“Government of Angola Cannot Be Any More Flexi- 
ble’”’; date not given] 


[Text] The secretary general of the MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola], Lopo do Nas- 
cimento, is certain of only one thing with regard to the 
situation in Angola, and that is that the parties in conflict 
are doomed to understand each other. But, as far as he is 
concerned, the MPLA government has already yielded 
on every point where it had to yield. This is an exclusive 
PUBLICO/**Week” report. 


On his way through Cape Verde, where he participated 
as a guest in the sixth congress of the PAICV [African 
Party for the Independence of Cape Verde], Lopo do 
Nascimento says that the negotiations for peace in 
Angola are in “neutral,” and he says that he is satisfied 
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with the current American policy. As far as he is con- 
cerned, UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] is “a political sect based on black 
fundamentalism and with Maoist forms of organiza- 
tion,”’ but it and the government are doomed to under- 
stand each other. 


{PUBLICO] How do you characterize the current situa- 
tion in Angola in terms of searching for peace? 


{[Lopo do Nascimento] In order to talk about this, we 
have to recall that in Abidjan, where we put a lot of hope 
on reaching an agreement, it was not possible to achieve 
it. This was because the leadership of UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] traveled to 
Zaire and, when those leaders returned, they had a 
different position that called into question everything 
that had alreac y been agreed upon. 


We interpreted that position, at that moment, as the 
result of their having occupied several localities, 
expecting that the military situation on the ground 
would be the principal line of enforcement of the accord. 
Well now, the accords cannot mirror any military devel- 
opment because one must keep in mind the interests of 
all the parties involved on the Angolan political stage— 
and there are other parties that are not involved in the 
armed conflict and they all have to be taken into 
account. 


After Abidjan, the United Nations designated another 
representative in Angola in an attempt to again reestab- 
lish negotiations. At this moment, he is carrying out a 
series of talks with leaders of neighboring countries and 
the parties involved in the conflict. I cannot say when the 
negotiations will recommence, but I can tell you that the 
representative of the secretary general of the United 
Nations is trying to break the ice and prepare the 
conditions necessary for restarting the talks. 


[PUBLICO] Do you mean that we are at an impasse? 


[Lopo do Nascimento] I would not say at an impasse, but 
I would say that we are in neutral. I think, however, that 
the road that the United Nations is traveling is the one 
that should be followed. 


Recently the leader of UNITA told France Presse that he 
would be ready to restart talks. This statement, if it is 
true, should be transmitted to the United Nations or to 
the observers who are playing the role of mediators to 
bring the parties together. 


{[PUBLICO}] If the major stumbling block to the negoti- 
ations seems to come from Jonas Savimbi, what would 
happen if there should be changes in the leadership of 
UNITA? 


[Lopo do Nascimento] That depends on the objectives 
that are hoped for. | think that the objective of Dr. 
Savimbi is supreme authority. There is nothing beyond 
that that will do him any good, and if any leader of 
UNITA should place himself in the same situation, that 
would complicate the process in the same way. 
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[PUBLICO] You have participated in the rounds of 
negotiations and you have already had some familiarity 
with the leaders of UNITA. What do you think of Jonas 
Savimbi? 


{[Lopo do Nascimento] | prefer not to answer. Pretend 
that you did not ask me that question. 


“We Are Doomed To Live Together” 


{[PUBLICO] How much longer will Angola be able to 
endure this war, which has already destroyed thousands 
of lives? 


[Lopo do Nascimento] I would say that it is tragic to be 
destroying the country, generating this cycle of death, the 
numbers of which are far greater than those caused by 14 
years of colonial war, so that six months from now we 
will end up reaching an agreement, because we are 
doomed to live together and to reach that agreement. If 
it will be better or worse for one party or the other is 
something that will be seen when the time comes. But 
there is no other solution. The MPLA got 2 million votes 
and no one Is going to wipe out 2 million people. UNITA 
got | million votes and no one is going to wipe out all 
those people. 


{[PUBLICO] When it accepted the rules of the game 
established at Bicesse, and when it turned its weapons 
over to the United Nations, the MPLA was accused by 
some of having committed a naive act. Aren't they now 
experiencing some difficulties recruiting people for the 
Armed Forces? 


{[Lopo do Nascimento] At this moment we are having 
more difficulties in getting weapons than people to fight. 
In many places, people have taken on this fight, not in 
defense of the government or the MPLA, but in defense 
of their own lives. To give you an example: The province 
of which I am a native is occupied by UNITA. In this 
province, 95 percent of the inhabitants voted for the 
MPLA. The province is occupied, there is a process of 
persecution on the part of the UNITA troops with regard 
to the people who are MPLA, and the reaction is 
unanimous. People are telling the government: “Give us 
weapons and we will see what is what.”” Among young 
people, for example, that is a generalized sentiment. 
People are fleeing from the areas occupied by UNITA to 
the areas controlled by the government 


[PUBLICO] But are they doing that due to a question of 
security or because of sympathy with the MPLA? 


{[Lopo do Nascimento] People fee! more secure in the 
areas where the government is because UNITA has a 
population control system, which has already been used 
in Jamba and now being used in the other occupied 
areas. This imposes on a citizen who wants to move 
about from one neighborhood to another the mandatory 
company of a guide from the local UNITA committee. In 
addition they punish people by forcing them to dance the 
batuque for several hours, or by threatening and 
arresting employees who worked for the government. 
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United States More Committed 


[PUBLICO] In terms of military influence, what is the 
area that UNITA occupies at this moment? 


[Lopo do Nascimento] It occupies the Provinces of 
Zaire, Uije, Cuanza Norte, Huambo, part of Cuando 
Cubango, part of Malange, and some municipalities in 
Bie. In land area it seems to be larger, but in terms of 
population, it 1s smaller. 


[PUBLICO] What, in concrete terms, changed with the 
recognition of the Government of Angola by the United 
States of America” 


[Lopo do Nascimento] The most important thing is that 
one now notes a greater engagement of the American 
Government in the process. Since the accords, it seems 
to me that its role has diminished. They knew that 
UNITA was building a reserve of weapons and men, and 
they never acted to prevent this. It 1s clear that there was 
a coincidence with the preparations for the U.S. election 
campaign. However, it seems that currently they have 
increased their participation, and they are giving strong 
support to the United Nations. 


[PUBLICO] Some countries have already lifted the 
embargo on purchasing weapons against the Angolan 
Government. Has it been buying weapons more fre- 
quently” 


{[Lopo do Nascimento} This has made acquisition much 
easier, because it 1s better to buy openly than it 1s to go 
by back roads that often lead to buying a pig in a poke, or 
to paying too much for your whistle. 


“Black, Maoist Fundamentalism” 


{[PUBLICO] In the international press, there ts a lot of 
talk about the intransigence of both parties. Who is more 
intransigent, UNITA or the MPLA government? 


[Lopo do Nascimento] The government cannot be any 
more flexible than it has already been. The only thing left 
would be to say to Savimbi: “Jose Eduardo will leave and 
you come in.” The truth of the matter 1s that UNITA was 
not prepared to lose the elections. 


[PUBLICO] And would they be prepared to assume 
power if they were to win? 


{[Lopo do Nascimento] During the campaign, I under- 
stood many things, and I saw that I was wrong in my 
appraisal. | was convinced that UNITA was aware of this 
country’s true situation. And the campaign proved that it 
was not. They found it difficult to adapt. They came 
across state management mechanisms totally different 
from the idea that they brought from the occupied areas. 


They waged a campaign geared more toward traditional 
values in a country dominated by a young population 
with an average age of about 25. Even the MPLA was 
slow to realize that young people have points of reference 
that are different from ours, of those of us who fought for 
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independence. Even my children say to me: “You 
fought, yes sir, but now it would be better if they would 
give you a medal and let you beat people up in the boxing 
ring.” 


On the other hand, the elections made it clear that the 
MPLA is in fact a national party, with representation 
throughout the whole country, with people of all reli- 
gions and all races. Our strength is there. UNITA pre- 
sented itself as a great regional party, but it seems more 
like a political sect based on black fundamentalism and 
with Maoist forms of organization. 


* Difficult Living Conditions in Cities Described 


In Luanda 
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[Article by James Brittain: “Life Among the Living and 
the Dead of War-Shattered Luanda”’} 


[Text] 


No Place for Wives as Trade Mission Gets Down to 
Work 


When South Africa reopened its Angolan missior 
month, the three-man diplomatic team travelled alo ¢ 


Their predecessors had evacuated their homes and 
offices on December 5 last year when fierce fighting 
broke out in Luanda after Unita leader Dr Jonas 
Savimbi refused to accept the MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] victory in the coun- 
try’s first election since independence. 


The situation is still volatile, so the wives and children of 
South African diplomats remain in Pretoria, but trade 
between Angola and South Africa is already returning to 
normal. 


Head of mission Roger Ballard-Tremmier expects a 
deluge of visa applications and his staff—Stefan van 
Heerden and Glen Faure—are preparing to process up to 
700 a week. 


Relations between the two countries warmed last 
weekend after Foreign Ministers Pik Botha and 
Venancio de Moura signed the Windhoek declaration 
with Namibian Foreign Minister Theo-Ben Gurirab. 


The tri-lateral talks agreed that economic and political 
relations would be deveiuped between the three coun- 
tries. 


Mr de Moura also invited Mr Botha to visit Luanda to 
discuss how the South African diplomatic presence could 
be strengthened. 


Mr Ballard-Tremmier rejects any suggestion of South 
African military intervention to help the MPLA secure 
peace. 
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At the same time, he denies that the South African 
government continues to supply Unita [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] with either 
weapons or food, though he is aware of “clandestine 
flights” from South Africa to Angola. 


“There is not a shred of evidence to suggest that these 
flights were sanctioned by the government,” he said. 


South African Airways resumed regular weekly flights to 
Luanda on Monday, after suspending them last October. 


In a field outside Luanda, six men are digging a grave. The 
grey truck that delivered the corpse is parked behind 
them. 


As the bereaved family wait in the back of the open 
truck, red dust churned up by the spades engulfs them 
and blows over the dead man’s face. 


The hole is too shallow for the makeshift coffin, which 
could easily be dug up by scavenging dogs or rats. 


It is an informal cemetery, one of many on the city 
outskirts. The four legal burial sites in the war-ravaged 
Angolan capital—Kamama, Santanna, 14 and Alto das 
Cruces—are either too expensive for ordinary people ... 
or full. 


In this dusty graveyard in the district of Futungo, there 
are no records or costs, and nobody knows how many 
people are buried here. 


Mounds of earth, so close together that they almost 
touch, stretch to the horizon—and they alone mark these 
thousands of final resting places. 


A city with an infrastructure designed to support 
500,000 inhabitants is bursting at the seams. The esti- 
mated current population is more than four million. 


And so the illegal burial of Luanda’s thousands of 
clandestine dead has become one of many pragmatic 
compromises for a society shattered by 18 years of civil 
war. 


With an estimated two million refugees from the war- 
torn provinces seeking safety in the coastal city, Luanda 
is a mere spectre of its colonial past. 


Magnificent Portuguese buildings have crumbled and 
decayed, their tired walls pockmarked with bullet holes 
from the battles that raged in the streets between the 
ruling MPLA and Jonas Savimbi’s Unita after the coun- 
try’s first elections last September. 


Behind shuttered windows in his city office, Luanda’s 
governor, Mr Rui de Carvalho, says: “When the Portu- 
guese built this city, they were thinking of half-a-million 
people. 


“No one knows how many people are here now, but 
nothing has been done to provide for them. 
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“We are starting to work on the graveyards, but there are 
no official statistics of how many people are dying.” 


Yet some vestiges of Luanda’s colonial legacy linger on. 
At 12.30pm, sirens blare out to signal lunch, and the 
daily halt to formal business. 


In Rua de Tenete, a quiet road behind the harbour, 
clients throng the El Campino bar, which has been in 
business since 1956. Ornate titles and peeling green 
wallpaper hint at a once grander place, where European 
expatriates rested in the heat of the day. 


Now the guests are shop owners, local businessmen and 
government officials, who take their midday meal from 
metal plates at broken tables. 


A meal of fish and rice, washed down with a single cold 
Castle, costs 75,000 kwanzas—about R56 at the current 
exchange rate. 


This is about one-sixth of an average monthly salary. 


Outside the red peeling facade of El Campino, street 
vendors are busy, and many commodities—from tc ~th- 
paste to cigarette lighters—are changing hands. 


Goods are a lot cheaper on the street or in open markets 
than at the few supermarkets still in operation. A tub of 
margarine can cost up to 40,000 kwanzas (R30) and a 
litre of fruit juice goes for 25,000 kwanzas (R18). 


Four barefoot teenage boys, wearing nothing but tatty 
shorts, try to shift books about Angola. The price is 
25,000 kwanzas (R18) and the publications paint a rosy 
picture of wildlife and hydro-electric schemes. 


“It’s like this in peacetime,” says one of the vendors, 
Daniel Henriques, pointing to a colourful centrefold. 


Daniel lives in a suburb called Samba, where there is no 
running water. He sells anything he can find. On a good 
day, he says, he can afford the 2,000 kwanzas (R150) for 
bus fare home and 10,000 kwanzas (R7,50) for a loaf of 
bread. 


But that doesn’t happen often. 


Next to the boys, three women—Maria de Conceicao, 
Joana Antonio and Anna Domingos—sell sardine-sized 
fish called carapau. 


This is a more lucrative business than selling tourist 
books, and can bring in up to 150,000 kwanzas (R112)a 
day between the three women, but that doesn’t happen 
often either. 


irift back to 
inda seems to 


Between 2.30pm and 3pm, peop| 
work, and the pavement trade subs: 
exist in such cycles. 


At the height of this year’s cholera outbreak in April, at 
least 700 new cases a week were being reported at the 
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city’s main hospital, Josina Machel. The cooler weather 
has eased the crisis, but it will escalate again when the 
rains come next year. 


Another ceaseless pulse governs information and misin- 
formation about the war. What really happens beyond 
the city’s precincts 1s a mystery to most. 


In a single week, the Journal de Angola, Luanda’s daily 
newspaper, reported that the northern coastal oil town of 
Soyo had fallen to Unita, had not fallen to Unita, and 
had been abandoned by the MPLA general in command 
of the area. 


Neither government officials nor diplomats could say 
what was really happening, and all seemed accustomed 
to the confusion. 


While the homeless have not yet taken to living on the 
streets, Luanda has become a city of squatters. 


On the Rua de Salvador Correira, a former government 
building gutted by an explosion has become home to 150 
people. 


The tenants have improvised flats inside the shell with 
makeshift divisions and doors. 


Manuel Diego da Silva is unemployed and lives on the 
first floor with his wife, Joana, and son, Ricardo. Inside 
the flat, there is neither running water nor electricity, but 
the place 1s immaculate. 


There is a fish-tank brimming with goldfish, pot-plants 
and a guitar. Joana pays the rent of 2,200 kwanzas 
(R1,65) a month by working as a secretary. 


“It is very dirty here, and noisy at night, but we have a 
roof,” says Manuel. 


“We don’t think about the war, or what 1s going on in the 
country. Of course we want peace, but we think only of 
living.” 


That evening, as the sun disappears behind the Armed 
Forces Museum on the southern side of Luanda bay, a 
wedding procession snakes its way through the dirty 
streets. 


With blazing horns and flashing hazard lights, the cars 
head for a celebration of Ilha da Luanda. Everyone 1s 
smiling. As the convoy passes, spectators stop and wave. 


In the last vehicle, a blue station wagon, the bride and 
groom clasp one another in a warm embrace. 


While the World's Elite Plays, Locals Fight for Survival 


It is a Sunday afternoon. Two tanned young couples sidle 
in and settle down on beachfront deck-chairs. 


The men wear shorts that would cost a fortune on the Via 
Veneto, poloshirts and Ray-Bans. 


The women are chic in culottes and gold jewellery. 
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They order a round of drinks—beer, gins and sparkling 
walers—and a waiter in a starched white coat and 
polished shoes places their glasses on a table beneath a 
canvas parasol. 


This is the Barracuda bar, on an island in the bay of 
Luanda—a restaurant for the rich (payment strictly in 
U.S. dollars) at the far end of a narrow sandbar that runs 
parallel to the city’s seafront. 


In a city where normality has been all but destroyed by 
war, it is a haven of tranquillity for United Nations 
observers and other foreign elite. As a clear sea gently 
laps a neatly combed white beach, the four young people 
chat. There are lipsticked cigarette butts in the ashtray, 
and quarters of lime in the beer bottles. 


A motorboat speeds by. and friends wave. 


On a wall-mounted colour set. satellite TV offers the 
latest world headlines. 


A small steak with egg is an offer for U.S.$11 (R35). A 
seafood platter costs U.S.$24 (R77) and shellfish and 
rice, U.S.$45 (R144). 


American, French, Portuguese and English voices mingle 
gently in the breeze. 


Beyond the lines of parked cars at the Barracuda—the 
German luxury models are punctuated by vehicles 
bearing the distinctive U.N. livery—the prostitutes of 
Luanda are earning their living. 


As night closes in, and endless queue of vehicles forms, 
the occupants patiently waiting their turn for a shot of 
commercial love. 


On the beach opposite, from the shanty town that 1s 
Luanda’s biggest brothel, fisherman er 'e from their 
makeshift reed shelters to push their vut for the 
first time that night. They. too, will wo dawn. 


Gathering News Here Can be a Hazardous Occupation 


Working as a journalist in Angola can be hazardous to 
one’s health. 


Electricity stops and starts at will. Water runs haphaz- 
ardly. Traffic generally moves on the right-hand side of 
the road, but there are few rules and many potholes, so 
it’s every driver for himself. 


Traffic lights have been out of order for months, and in 
downtown Luanda, policemen direct cars from plat- 
forms at the intersections. 


Before you've even stepped from your car, you're sur- 
rounded by street vendors and young boys demanding 
money to either wash it or look after it—but they could 
be the least of your troubles. 
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Driving alone from the harbour to the city at about 9.30 
one night, | was stopped and hauled out of the car by two 
uniformed policemen wielding AK-47s and demanding 
to see my papers. 


Those appeared to be in order but, unfortunately, I'd left 
my driving licence at the hotcl, so out came the hand- 
cuffs. 


A translator hastily summoned from a nearby hotel 
explained the situation, but it took an hour of negoti- 
ating and a cash payment of 100,000 kwanzas (R30) 
before I was released. 


Money is confusing in Angola. At the bank, U.S.$100 
gets you 400,000 kwanzas. 


Right outside the door, you can get up to five times the 
official rate. 


Lining the pavements along the city’s main street, the 
Avenida de Paulo Dias de Novias, moneychangers bra- 
zenly wave wads of kwanza notes. 


But even in Angola, there are some things not even 
money can fix. 


Colleague Herbert Mabuza was invited by the MPLA to 
visit the recently liberated town of Dondo, in Quanza 
Norie province, an hour's flying time southeast of 
Luanda. 


The rendezvous was at 8.30am, but it was another hour 
before the party set off for the Ministry of Defence. 


There, another hour passed while military and media 
officials negotiated. 


Finally, the party arrived at the main military air base, to 
wait and negotiate some more before eventually being 
ushered to a helicopter of Russian origin that looked at 
least 30 years old. 


The pilot climbed in and turned the key, but nothing 
happened. 


After several abortive attempts, a tractor trundled across 
the tarmac, towing a large generator. 


A mechanic took two giant jump-leads from the gener- 
ator and stuck them into the chopper’s engine. 


The generator grunted into action, the chopper started, 
and the rotors turned ... once. The jump-leads were 
disconnected. The blades ground to a halt. 


A squadron of mechanics tinkered with the engine, but 
on that day, that chopper was not destined to get 
airborne. 


Four-and-a-half hours later, the trip was called off. As 
the passengers and crew stepped back on to the runway, 
11 MiG 3 jets on the far side of the apron were being 
armed for combat. 
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Patients Died as Nurses Stole Drips To Sell on the 
Streets 


At the height of a cholera epidemic in Luanda two 
months ago, when up to 716 new cases were being 
treated each week, no one could explain why most 
patients were dying at night. 


Doctors from Medicines Sans Frontieres (MSF), a Euro- 
pean relief organisation, discovered the answer. 


Ward nurses on night shift at Josina Machel, the city’s 
main hospital, were stealing the drips. 


The vital solutions of salt, sugar and iron were being 
taken from the ward stores by staff after hours and sold 
on the streets. 


“It was a terrible thing. When we discovered what was 
happening, there was a big fight, and they stopped doing 
it,” said MSF Belgium co-ordinator Dr Vincent Ver- 
cruysse. 


Throughout April and May, when the epidemic peaked, 
up to 115 victims were dying each week. 


But in the past few weeks, the rains have stopped, 
temperatures have dropped and the situation has 
become manageable. 


The root of the epidemic is dirty water. Broken and 
leaking pipes in an antiquated network allow bacteria to 
contaminate the city’s entire supply. 


“No work has been done to the water system since 1975. 
Millions of people—up to half the people living in 
Luanda now—don’t have access to running water. And 
half of the water circulated to the rest of the city is 
believed lost through leakage,” Dr Vercruysse said. 


The situation was exacerbated earlier this year by battles 
raging in and around the Angolan capital. 


Luanda’s main purification plant at Kifangondo on the 
Bengo River was sabotaged—apparently by Unita—in 
January. 


Water that was not pure to start with, was sullied further 
by an estimated 30,000 war refugees from the nearby 
town of Caxito, whose domestic refuse and sewage were 
spewed into the river near the plant. 


As water shortages increased, private contractors 
thrived. 


Unregistered trucks transported thousands of litres of 
polluted water from the river to residential areas, where 
a thirsty population paid 3,000 kwanzas (R7,50) a litre. 


MSF took emergency steps, and in March and April 
dropped more than 27,000 chlorine blocks into the same 
number of water tankers. 


But at Josina Machel hospital, though the numbers have 
dropped for the moment, cholera victims are still in 
danger of dying. 
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Hospital director Dr Pedro Saldanha de Magalhaes con- 
firms that crisis conditions are the norm for the facility. 


“The hospital is third grade because of the shortage of all 
drugs Luanda is a cholera endemic zone. We need 
ever) ‘hing ‘or this disease.” 


In the ha!f-iight behind the bars of the adult cholera 
section, formerly a prison ward where criminals were 
housed when they fell ill, there is neither running water 
nor drainage. 


The patients’ vomit and excrement is collected in blue 
buckets and tipped outside the door. Corpses— 
extremely contagious—are left to lie on stretchers in the 
ward or a doorless antechamber for hours on end. 


Last week, as new patients were admitted, the dead were 
carried out. 


In Caimbambo 
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[Article by James Brittain: “Death Came as We Slept’’] 
[Text] 


Mines Take Their Toll on Civilians 


To our homes, to our camps, to the beaches, to our fields 
.. we Shall return. So said Dr Agostinho Neto, the 
MPLA’s [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] first liberation struggle leader, in 1960. 


But after 13 years of liberation struggle, followed by 18 
years of civil war, thousands of families can never go 
home again. 


Angola’s camps, beaches and fields are littered with an 
estimated 20-million landmines, which have maimed at 
least 55,000 people throughout the country. 


One such victim is mother-of-two Anna Bella, 28. One of 
her legs was blown off in 1985 by an anti-personnel mine 
outside Cazombo—a village in Angola’s eastern Moxico 
province—and her arms are scarred from walking with 
crutches. 


In the back yard of the Bendinha Neves amputee centre 
in Luanda, as carpenters hammer, saw and tap out her 
new leg, Mrs Bella recalls that fateful morning. 


“I was walking into our field near the house to get 
cassava. I don’t remember what happened after that. 


“I first went to Luena hospital, then came here last year. 
I feel happy and safe here, and I have a lot of friends.” 


Her children, Amelia and Dorcas, are stranded in Luena. 
now held by Unita. She doesn’t know how they are or 
how she will provide for herself. 


“It will be hard to get a job like this,” she says, pointing 
to the stump of her thigh. 
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Throughout the years of liberation struggle in Angola, 
civilians have been targeted by landmines. They have 
been maimed in village gardens, on football pitches and 
on riverbanks. 


There are 43 victims like Anna Bella at the Bendinha 
Neves centre, built by the Swedish Red Cross in 1988 
and designed to house no more than 20 at a time. 


Run by the Red Cross in conjunction with Angolan 
officials, the centre produces around 65 wooden limbs 
each month. 


Pointing to a big cardboard box full of shoes which once 
covered living feet, Dr Timoteo Francisco Joao says: 
*“We give them new shoes when they come, but since the 
war started again last year, fewer people are coming for 
legs. 


“It’s because people can’t get here. All the roads are 
impassable. If we get another period of peace, the place 
will be overflowing with people.” 


Lying in a shattered heap on the concrete floor of Caim- 
bambo hospital, a frail old woman is dying as flies buzz 
over her wounds and face. 


Kuyela Ndumbila has been shot at close range through 
the knees and elbows, but in this small rural clinic deep 
in southwest Angola—l2km from the frontline—there 
are no doctors, medicine, beds or food. 


A survivor of a Unita rebel massacre two nights before, 
it seems miraculous that Kuyela is still alive. 


Her cousin, Soma Mateya, 65, tells the story: “They 
(Unita) came at eight o’clock at night. We were sleeping. 
They did not line us up. They killed us as we were getting 
out of the house. One by one. 


**Some of us ran out and hid in the trees.” 


A younger family member, Jean Cahala, continues: 
“There were 20 of us in the house—and eight were 
killed.” 


Attack 


“There were about 50 uniformed soldiers. I think they 
came to look for food, but they didn’t find any and stole 
some clothes instead.” 


Inside the clinic, as the sound of automatic gunfire 
rattles the window frames, Phillipe Gomez, the 20- 
year-old MPLA soldier in charge of the place, looks 
down at his boots. 


“There is nothing I can do,” he says. “I did have some 
painkillers, but they are all finished. and the food that we 
are given must go to the soldiers. 


Caimbambo’s military chief, Colonel Rafael, claims 
Jonas Savimbi’s Unita rebels are retreating to Cubal, but 
the recent night attack inside the town perimeter belies 
his story. 
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The threat of attack has kept international relief organ- 
isations from the town for more than two months. 


The World Food Programme was the last to bring food, 
and all qualified doctors from the French agency, Mede- 
cines Sans Frontieres, pulled out in January. 


Now 15,000 refugees, some with severed arms and legs 
blown off by mines, have flooded in on foot to escape the 
fighting. The tiny town previously housed 55,000 people 
and the refugees sleep in doorways, already overcrowded 
houses, between buildings and under trees. 


At the market behind the main street, food supplies are 
extremely limited. And anyway, money is scarce. Rows 
of hopeful vendors try to sell portions of rice, sugar and 
oil, but only the soldiers can afford them. 


Raoul Bonge trekked 23km from the town of Cubal, 
where he used to be a businessman, on foot. Recent 
fighting claimed the lives of his wife and six sons. 


Now, sitting in a makeshift reed surgery in the Caim- 
bambo market, he sells an array of pills and medicines. 
Many of the packets and bottles are unmarked, and 
Raoul is not a pharmacist. 


No one can remember when war first came to this little 
town. 


Vice-governor Francisco Camati, 47, says Caimbambo 
fell to Unita soon after hostilities resumed last October. 


Battles 


Savimbi's forces held out until January, when the MPLA 
recaptured the town. Since then, there have been many 
battles, and Caimbambo is scarred. 


White and pink Mediterranean-style houses stand 
bombed out and derelict. Every building is shot through 
with bullets. 


The former hotel, a three-storey villa with high ceilings 
and windows, is smashed and doorless. Inside, refugee 
families huddle around fires. 


It has bene renamed ‘Hotel De Guerra’’—Hotel of 
War—as a sign in red paint testifies. 


Crack MPLA troops—there are two battalions stationed 
outside Caimbambo—are pushing on Cubal, strategi- 
cally placed between Huambo and the coast. 


On the second night of our stay, there is particularly 
heavy fighting. At 10am the next day, three prisoners— 
we are told they are Unita soldiers—are brought into the 
town square. 


They are the military trophy of the previous night's 
battle. Their hands and feet are tied behind their backs, 
their faces bloodied. They are there to be publicly 
humiliated, but Caimbambo residents seem uncertain 
whether or not to join the ritual. 
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Some are angry and shout abuses. Some walk off in 
disgust. Others ignore the spectacle, and a few approach 
the vehicle. 


Then, for 10 minutes, cursing men and uniformed sol- 
diers take turns at punching and kicking the captives. 
Children pull their hair and noses in a frenzy. 


Suddenly, a soldier in charge deems it enough. The truck 
Starts up and pushes back towards the road. 


The shadow cast by the truck passes briefly over the 
emaciated body of an old man resting against a tree. Two 
friends bend over and pick him up. In the midday sun, 
they carry him up the hill to the clinic. 


[Box, p 13] 


Learning by the Gun 


In war-torn Angola, schoolchildren learn to count with 
the aid of AK-47s. 


Pages torn from the primary-school textbook show a big 
figure 4. Underneath is a line of four Kalashnikov assault 
rifles. On each page of the book, up to the figure 10, the 
illustrations are the same. 


Oranges, apples and birds are nowhere to be found ... but 
then, neither are pupils, these days. 


Since the renewed outbreak of fighting towards the end 
of last year, pages of textbooks are used to wrap bread. 
The school in Caimbambo, a little town in south-western 
Angola, is closed and children roam the streets armed 
with automatic rifles and rockets. 


“It is the way here,” says Caimbambo’s vice-governor 
Francisco Camati. 


He says the children were given weapons by MPLA 
troops who re-took the town from Unita in January. The 
adult defenders are at the front line, and only the young 
are left to defend the town. 


At the beginning of June, the government introduced a 
minimum conscription age of 20, but in Caimbambo 
every able-bodied boy seems to be toting an AK-47. 


Joao Coxilola is 15, and says he has been guarding the 
village for a year. 


“I have been in 15 battles,”’ he says. 


“I don’t know if I have killed or not because I could not 
see the soldiers. I was just firing. I am not afraid to do 
this.” 


While peace held between May 1991 and October last 
year, he went back to school. Now, sitting in the main 
street, he cuts a waiflike figure in a T-shirt and military 
webbing. 


“*It was happy here. I was going to school in Caimbambo. 
I don’t know what I want to be when I| am older, but I 
want to learn.” 
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His friend, Jose Luis, also 15, sits beside him. Earlier in 
the day he was having his boots polished by refugees in 
the market. 


He wears combat gear and says he is “not afraid” of 
being a soldier. 


“I am the oldest child and I want to fight. I want to be a 
doctor when the war stops.” 


He cannot, or will not, say if he has killed. 


On guard at the steps of the vice-governor’s house is Adelino 
Ndombo. He claims he is 22, but looks closer to 16. 


He has grown up in Caimbambo and seen much fighting. 
In between, he, too, went to the town school, “preparing 
for my future to be a doctor or a driver.” 


“Then came January 23. When Unita came we hid in 
rocks on a hill. We fought for a time, but we ran out of 
bullets. | was nearly killed many times,” he says, his 
AK-47 resting between his knees. 


“There is nothing | like about this war. | know many 
people who have died here and I want it to finish.” 


Mozambique 


Pafemo Changes Name to Democratic Renewal 
Party 

MB2809131793 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] The Mozambique Federal Party, Pafemo, has 
changed its name and is now called Democratic Renewal 
Party, PRD. The Radio Mozambique news desk has 
received a note saying that the PRD has introduced 
amendments to its statutes. Last month, the Justice 
Ministry turned down a request by Pafemo to be legally 
registered. Justice Minister Ossumane Ali Dauto had 
said at the time that Pafemo’s statutes violated the 
Constitution in that they defended a federal system for 
Mozambique. 


* Refugee Situation, Mood of People Observed 


93AF0798A Lishon VISAO in Portuguese 26 Aug 93 
pp 36-40 


{Article by Rogerio Vidal and Joaquim Lobo: “The 
Sacred Way of the Future’’] 


[Text] A wave of people churns from Rovuma to 
Maputo. It is estimated that more than 180,000 Mozam- 
bican refugees have returned spontaneously since the 
peace accords were signed between ithe Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] and the Frelimo 
{Mozambique Liberation Front] last October. They have 
returned in a more or less organized way. Malnourished 
and often ill, they made the return trip, picking through 
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minefields that they were unfamiliar with and, fre- 
quently, the homecoming that they had yearned for came 
to a bloody end in the minefields. 


The Mozambican diaspora remained for 16 years along 
the country’s borders. They had fled from uninhabitable 
villages, victims of systematic attacks, heartless violence, 
and even forced marches—and many of them deserted 
the country at the first opportunity. They left behind the 
dead and the living, memories, and farms. Almost 
always, one member of a family returns first to recon- 
noiter; if it works out, if the peace looks to be real, then 
all of them come—once again, the Way of the Cross. 
They abandon the temporary world which they have 
built for themselves in exile, and, perhaps, they will build 
again here, from the beginning. 


The road from Donde to Zimbabwe is one huge settle- 
ment of typical thatched huts on one side, and on the 
other lie the old villages. Here on the map, a bit of 
Portuguese has remained: Lamego. Other names have 
changed. Vila Machado became Nhamatanda; Vila Pery 
became Chimoio. 


Nhamatanda and Monte Siluvo are large gathering cen- 
ters, among dozens of others in the Beira Corridor alone. 
The difference is that in Nhamatanda, most of the 
refugees have come from Zimbabwe, a human wave with 
various destinations, which has continued almost 
throughout this past year. In Monte Siluvo, the migrants 
are almost all from Gorongosa, a hundred kilometers 
away. These refugees point the finger firmly at the 
Renamo. 


Tomas Lucas Fazenda, aged 35, exhibits his wrists as 
proof. He shows the scars left by the ropes with which 
they bound him. “I was captured, but I managed to 
escape. Many of our people died. We do not know why 
they attacked us. They took my shirt; they left me 
naked.” Terse, almost monosyllabic, [he recounted] the 
tragedy. 


For two years this man and his family have lived at the 
edge of the road in Monte Siluvo, dependent on the aid 
that comes from abroad. In all, “in five settlements,” 
there are about 18,000 refugees here (in addition to the 
1,000 who have come from Pimbire, a zone controlled 
directly by the Renamo). 


Another |.3 million people are waiting on the other side 
of the border to enter the country. There are !.i million 
in Zambia; 24,000 in Swaziland; and 20,000 in Tan- 
zania. This is not to mention South Africa, which pre- 
sents specific problems: up to now the UNHCR (United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees) has not 
obtained refugee status for the 200,000 or 390,000 
Mozambicans in South African territory, according to 
Sam Barnes, chief of the UN humanitarian aid group 
(7UNHAC). 
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Failed Crops 


The desired self-sufficiency is still a long way off. The 
last crops failed because “the seeds did not arrive in 
time; the sun burned out everything,” reported Tomas 
Fazenda. There remain only the corn, beans, oil, and salt 
which the humanitarian organizations deliver periodi- 
cally and, in this case, there has been a notable shortage 
of corn for two months now. 


The water supply for Monte Siluvo is guaranteed by an 
artesian well, dug with the aid services for the camp. In 
other encampments, such as Muda, the nearby rivers 
provide water for drinking, minimal hygiene, and a few 
stands of corn. Amazingly, in this multitude of people 
crowded together at the edge of the road, there breathes 
a passion for life. They sell us fruit, and even beautiful 
loaves of bread, still warm and fragrant, and corn for us 
to eat right from the cob. 


Schooling is being resumed, for the time being only in 
the primary grades, with unpaid teachers, since there is 
no money in the budget. Classes are taught in three shifts 
a day. According to the United Nations Commission for 
Humanitarian Affairs, assistance is a priority task. 
‘About 375 per 1,000 children die before the age of five. 
The successes achieved in adult education in the decade 
following independence have suffered a reversal. 


“The per capita GNP [gross national product] was 
calculated at no more than $80 (a little more than 13 
contos) in 1990,” the lowest in the world. 


“An entire generation of children who were displaced 
have been deprived of an education. In many provinces, 
up to 70 percent of the primary schools were physically 
destroyed,’ according to the official reports. 


Sam Barnes, of the UNHAC, is already planning for the 
next planting. ““We have to distribute the seeds and farm 
implements before the rainy season (by the middle of 
September). Some 70 percent of the seeds and 30 percent 
of the tools have already been delivered and although 
there are fewer refugees returning now, we have to meet 
the needs of each family group in terms of its productive 
capacity. The consolidated program for humanitarian 
aid has very clearly evaluated the situation of these 


people.” 


The displaced people and refugees who return to settle in 
their native areas, as well as those who have been 
affected by the drought, are in a situation of extreme 
poverty. “The great majority have lost everything and 
need to be provided with the basic necessities to begin to 
reestablish a home and a way of life.” 


Throughout the territory, there are signs of this move- 
ment of people in a more or less organized manner. The 
UNHCR is moving quickly to the reception centers (or 
the gathering centers, including areas controlled by the 
Renamo, such as its capital, Maringue), taking an 
accounting, gathering together the material support, and 
negotiating with the countries of exile. 
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The refugees are returning more slowly now; we think it 
is because there were delays with the demobilization of 
the troops. It is a question of confidence. The first point 
of reference was the cease-fire and the second will be the 
demobilization,’ Barnes explained. In any event, by his 
reckoning, in Tete the return from Malawi is already 
almost total. But northeast of the region, there are a half 
million people who are making ready to return before the 
end of the year. The refugees in Tanzania are alleviating 
the pressure. They will not be knocking on the door 
before 1994. 


In any event, he predicts, “It will take decades to rebuild 
everything. And the pace will require an administrative 
revolution. And this creates the old vicious circle: on one 
hand, the government must keep the budget under 
control and, on the other hand, there must be increased 
spending on reconstruction.” 


Francisco Pelucio da Silva, chiei of the information 
sector for the United Nations, pointed out that, along 
with direct support in food, clothing, and schools, recon- 
struction entails the development of civic education. In 
other words, 11 is necessary to pay heed to political 
normalization. “li is not enough to make political pro- 
paganda."’ This idea is welcomed in many other sectors, 
including the church. A people emerging from dozens of 
years of war is not prepared for democracy. It functions 
on the basis of nepotism or paternalism. 


The cardinal archbishop of Maputo understands this and 
stresses: “It is a pity that only two parties are being heard 
and that the others still have no organized way to make 
their voices heard, to present their initiatives and plans. 
Democracy cannot be limited to the Renamo and the 
Frelimo.”’ 


Thousands of Contos 


The minimum wage is 50,000 meticals (a dollar is worth 
about 4,000 meticals), but it is officially recognized that 
no one can live on less than 250,000 meticals. You 
cannot survive. And people almost systematically ask the 
question: How much do you earn; how do you live? 
Wages range from 53,000 meticals for a textile worker, 
living in his self-built hut somewhere in Matola, to more 
than 2 million meticals for a full professor. A journalist, 
for example, earns 400,000 meticals. A hotel chamber- 
maid earns about | 30,000 meticals. 


The core of this life, the course of the days, the rhythm of 
the streets is inevitable. No one talks in terms of thou- 
sands of meticals, but about the real unit of measure. A 
pack of cigarettes sells on the street for two or three 
contos (2,000 to 3,000 meticals). A beer in the outdoor 
cafe costs between three and four contos. For the for- 
eigner, the prices are as variable as the fluctuation of the 
dollar on the black market. 


The urchins trail through the streets, cogs in a gigantic 
machine that translates into a word synonymous with 
corruption: scheme. They approach everyone; they sell 
everything from handicrafts to a sack of oranges. The 
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adults vary—from the obviously and already desperate 
unemployed and the cases of public lunacy to the ones 
who collect a good fee from us to pose a group of kids for 
a photograph. 


The people walk tall, despite everything, with a closed 
face but a firm stare. Life goes on, with clean streets and 
nights as peaceful as one could wish. Security agents are 
hardly in evidence: one or another soldier, paid by the 
proprietor of the restaurant to ease the minds of the 
patrons of the outdoor cafes. The Interfrancas (duty-free 
stores) are guarded by soldiers, generally equipped with 
automatic pistols. The president of the Republic has 
soldiers around him without much bearing but with 
enough zeal to bar streets or whole routes. 


“This does not give a picture of the country. Maputo is 
this way, the rest of the country is not,’ successive 
speakers assured us, in response to our surprise at the 
various restaurants that were open for business, at the 
shops with a variety of products, within natural limita- 
tions, at the city that flows even with a great scar of the 
harsh years, but, more recently, with only scratches in 
evidence—at least in those circles frequented by tourists. 


But there is no room for doubt. The large displays in the 
show cases, the market ove supplied with South African 
goods, even oranges from Matola (less sweet than the 
imported oranges), would run out if people had the 
purchasing power. And certainly fewer cobblers, who are 
all around, would be performing feats of real artistry to 
restore the scraps that are brought to them into service- 
able shoes. It is pure cannibalism; a worn-out shoe 
always becomes a transplant donor in short order. 


Capital(ly) 


Maputo is in sight; a smooth flight in a luxury Boeing 
707. In the airport are the remains of a Super Constel- 
lation abandoned 20 years ago. There ts apparent strict- 
ness, yes, in the bureaucracy surrounding the control of 
entries, the opening and closing of suitcases, the decla- 
ration of extra materials. We were not yet aware that a 
banknote, passed at the right moment, would alleviate 
this arrival headache. 


Waiting for us is a group of children who seek out 
customers for the taxi. The Hotel Polana comes into 
view as a haven of refuge. “The South Africans are there; 
they have taken charge of it,” it is explained. Hence the 
haughty doorman, wearing five stars like any other 
officer of his rank. 


It is at least a promise that the war has ended, or that it 
does not enter here, it leaves space for all these busi- 
nessmen who are returning or seeking conquests, some 
tourists (many South Africans on the weekends, at bar- 
gain prices), journalists, military advisers. and advance 
men for political interests. Everything 1s negotiated, 
from airports to lumber, not to mention the intricacies of 
politics. [There is] the real assurance that there is a future 
for the metical, convertible in the various “indianas™ [by 
Indian money changers] of the unofficial market. 
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The Hotel Polana mirrors the city. Maputo does not 
mirror the country. Out there are the daily rounds of the 
vendors, of the beggars, in contrast to the modern 
automobiles with local or South African license plates or 
the residences with barred windows and even their own 
air conditioners. Robberies are constantly reported, 
which is inevitable when millions of people are elbowing 
each other in search of the seeds that will provide 
something to eat. 


A profound change has been ascertained. Independence 
led to the abandonment of many houses; the state 
nationalized them and, with the “democratization,”’ the 
city dwellings went to the first comers. Today, with the 
announcement that the old rents would be updated, the 
“invaders” are condemned to return to their real terri- 
tory. Some of them have managed to settle in the 
shantytowns in the endless districts on the outskirts of 
the city. Many, the majority, will return to their real 
world: the province. Manichean, it is said, but effective. 


Hopefully, the change could even be beneficial from an 
environmental standpoint. Most of the new population 
could not afford to pay for electricity, distributed at very 
high rates. The result first began to be visible within the 
city. The devastation of the forest spread out over a 
perimeter several kilometers wide. Even some Australian 
pines, planted under the auspices of international pro- 
grams, have ended up as firewood to meet daily needs. 
The sale of logs and charcoal is one of the principal 
commercial activities. 


Prisoner 


Beira is a kind of ghost town with people. In sharp 
contrast to Maputo, everything here is in a state of 
abandonment. The taxi fleet is disbanded. Without their 
owners, the houses are showing the ravages of time. 
There is no water in the water mains. (The “Italians” are 
working at full steam to install new conduits from the 
Pungue River.) 


Asking someone for directions on the street implies that 
we are hiring him as a tour guide (in the expectation of 
payment that the DiARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE assures 
would not cover the cost of a loaf of bread). Entry into 
the pub confers the right to the free advice and the 
profound complaints of a mid-level cadre. 


Orlando Rocha, 27, is an electronics technician at the 
airport and he is taking advantage of “perestroyka” to 
complain. “I am not afraid to speak out any more. At one 
time, it might even be that this fellow behind the counter 
would have reported me to the authorities.” 


He specialized at the National School of Aeronautics in 
Maputo and he earns a good wage: 800 contos, far above 
the general average. “But this is good for nothing. The 
city is no good. It is in the middle of a swamp,; we have 
no contact with the outside.”’ Despite (or because of) his 
abilities, Orlando Rocha is not free to leave; his diploma 
is in the possession of the state. “If I could, | would go to 
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Portugal,”’ he assured us. “But if things were not this way 
they would lose all their cadres.”’ 


He concluded by admitting the virtues of the struggle 
launched by the Renamo. “Otherwise, we would have 
gone on with the same problems.” He probably will not 
even vote. It is only his great disgust that leads him to 
point out: “The food here is no good, but they have 
Portuguese codfish on the menu.” 


Vote With Center 


Recent polls conducted in Beira indicate that if the 
elections were held right now, the Renamo and 
Dhlakama would defeat the Frelimo and Chissano. It is 
not surprising, particularly considering the fact that this 
region is where the Renamo is basically based (it was in 
Beira that Dhlakama attended school, apparently 
without any great scholarly results}—or despite the fact, 
because there is still the memory of the gratuitous 
destruction and slaughter on the roads. 


The celebration of the victory is not confined to the 
cadres. The public is quick to voice its satisfaction at the 
end of the “single party.’ The surprise could be total; on 
our arrival in Chimoio, having been told that there was 
no lack of restaurants and hotels in the “cleanest city in 
Mozambique,” we chanced to ask for information from 
a merchant of Indian origin. 


Mussah Nadat told us that the Mombo was the best 
hotel, but it was a bit far away. He hesitated for a 
moment and then decided to take us there. There was no 
lodging, not here, not there. Mussah began to “tell the 
beads.” ‘Maybe in one of the houses confiscated by the 
Frelimo commanders. But there you have to pay in 
foreign exchange,” he said sarcastically. In any event, it 
was an indication of the shoddiness that has befallen the 
city which was formerly Vila Pery. “They nationalized 
everything. They kept the houses and they are a disgrace. 
They have not had a coat of paint since independence.” 
(One of the examples that is pointed out, throughout the 
country, is the situation of the pharmacies; they are stll 
nationalized and the spectacle is .uly bleak. Their 
shelves are empty and almost every type of medicine has 
disappeared or is about to.) 


As for the future, there is no doubt of a Renamo victory 
throughout the region. “The Frelimo was disgraceful; the 
corruption is an open sore. But we merchants give them 
no peace. We are always on top of things.” 


Mussah Nadat took us (without asking for so much as a 
penny) to a hotel lost in the mountains, a paradise called 
Garuzo, managed by Portuguese. Before he left us, 
Nadat cried out again in longing and disgust: “They did 
not even give us a Portuguese passport, even those of us 
who served in the Portuguese Army against the Fre- 
limo.” 
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Tourism 


We should not fail to make special reference to the Hotel 
Polana. It is a door open to the future for tourism, the 
perfect example, for many, that it is possible to return to 
the past. Luis Fernandes, the assistant director, who was 
born in the Algarve and became a South African citizen 
as a child, told us that the Kavous company had invested 
40 million rancs . the renovation of the hotel. 


“The entire colonial structure was maintained, to 
achieve a hotel of great quality,” he said. The 250 
employees were trained by the company itself. The 
general director is English, but he lived for many years in 
Brazil. The Mozambican market provides most of the 
supplies, except for canned goods, which come primarily 
from South Africa—and its wines are the equal of the 
Portuguese wines, imported directly and expressly for 
the Polana. 


Are there great prospects for tourism? That depends, say 
the experts in the sector—and there are not many of 
them in Mozambique. The big question is what policy 
the state will adopt in the future. There is no lack of 
attentive and interested entrepreneurs. 


For example, an investor told us, there is the archipelago 
of Bazaruto, situated in the bay of Vilanculos. Only three 
islands are mentioned in the tourist guide books. They 
are the ones with hotel infrastructures (Bazaruto and 
Benguera, exploited by South African companies, and 
Magaruque, where the Zimbabweans have the conces- 
sion). The fourth, “Santa Carolina, the most beautiful of 
all, has remained in the hands of the Popular Develop- 
ment Bank and it is nothing,” lamented an individual 
interested in the sector. 


Red Star 


The pressures and the offensive behavior manifested by 
the soldiers who have been demobilized and are not yet 
integrated into the society necessarily call to mind the 
period of the return of the students and workers who had 
been in the German Democratic Republic. 


There were street demonstrations and confrontations 
and, in the end, they swelled the size of one of the 
various unofficial markets in the city: the Estrela Ver- 
melha. (It is said that one can find anything there, 
including firearms. Our attempt to “make a purchase” 
met with suspicion at first and finally the explanation 
was offered that “the man has not shown up for two 
days.’ According to a high official of the United 
Nations, it is estimated that there are 1.5 million illegal 
weapons in Mozambique and an AK-47, for example, 
can be bought for $30.) 
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Cizinio Francisco, aged 27, a native of Zambezia Prov- 
ince, resells “American uniforms."’ When he returned 
from the GDR, he first went back to his birth place, but 
he soon realized that he had no choices there. “Here in 
Maputo, sometimes there are [want ads] seeking young 
men to go abroad.” 


His stay in the GDR 1s easily summed up. “) hey needed 
young people to work in the factories and tic Frelimo 
made a contract.’ There were several thousand of them. 
In Cizinio’s case, he was paid 1,500 marks, 800 of which 
were payable in Mozambique, to operate the insulating 
machinery in a unit which manufactured electrical cable. 
“The 700 marks which I was paid there were not really 
enough to cover normal expenses for one person.” 


Like others, he lived with a German girl. “*] managed to 
pick her up on a bus and I won her over. In 1990, she was 
18 years old.”’ She worked in a chocolate factory. “She 
very much wanted to live with a foreigner who could 
create a home with her.” The parents understood, they 
were accepting. “They liked me very much. I was 
working in their region.” In the end, in 1990, the 
summons came: he was paid 3,000 marks and was 
ordered to leave; he was not allowed to take his com- 
panion along—they were not married. 


Some of the others returned with their fair-haired wives, 
who were out of place in this Mozambican world. They 
ended up selling the refrigerators. stoves, and other 
comforts that they had managed to bring with them. 
Finally, almost all the women went home to Germany, 
taking along the children, who will be the delight of the 
skinheads. 


Mozambique has thousands of examples of the failed 
collective venture in the former GDR. Alfredo Pila, aged 
25, is now a minivan driver on the Beira-Chimoio route. 
He has bitter memories of the days preceding his return 
to Mozambique. He had to jump off a moving bus to 
escape from a gang of racists. 


Luckily for him, he managed to convert the marks that 
were sent home into 2 million meticals. And he laid the 
foundation for the house where he lives, in Dondo. Was 
it enough? It had to suffice. “But as for furniture, a stove, 
a television, and such, I can still bring them from there.” 
It gives him pleasure to go around saying how lovely 
everything is here: the market with its bananas and 
tangerines, along the pipeline at the edge of the road; the 
huge mango grove that fills his eyes; the great herds of 
cattle in Tica; the red earth, “that we only have here” 
and which merits special mention trom him, as he 
gestures ail around him. 
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Liberia 


UN Observer Mission Established for 7-Month 
Period 


AB2409130093 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 23 Sep 93 


[Text] At least 10 persons were killed in an air raid this 
morning in northwest Monrovia, the Liberian capital. 
Regarding the Liberian hornet’s nest, it has been decided 
in New York to create a UN observer mission for a 
seven-month period. For details relating to the UN 
Observer Mission in Liberia UNOMIL, here is Jean 
Bernard Merrimee, French permanent representative at 
the United Nations: 


[Begin Merrimee recording] UNOMIL will fully play its 
role of control and verification of the application of the 
Cotonou Accord, but the Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group 
[ECOMOG] has the prime responsibility of imple- 
menting the accord’s provisions. I therefore expect 
African countries, especially OAU members, to make 
their contribution by proceeding as swiftly as possible to 
reinforcing ECOMOG. 


France is also calling on the Liberian parties to honor in 
good faiih their commitments, to do away definitely with 
violence, and to prepare in a true spirit of national 
reconciliation the elections that will put that country on 
the path of peace, stability, and democracy. To attain 
this objective, France urges the parties to begin without 
delay the process of confinement, disarmament and 
demobilization. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Campaign for Democracy Calls For Civil 
Disobedience 


Police Warn Against Demonstrations 


AB2809214393 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] The Nigerian police forces has warned that it 
would deal with any person of group of persons that 
embark on any form of demonstration, rally, or proces- 
sion. A statement from the office of the Lagos police 
commissioner says no official permission or approval 
has been given to any person or group of persons to 
organize a rally, procession, or demonstration. 


Meanwhile, the deputy inspector general [DIG] of 
police, operation, Alhaji Luku Aliyu, has called for 
orderliness and respect for the provisions of the Public 
Order Act. The DIG made the call in a broadcast this 
evening: 


[Begin Aliyu recording] The Nigerian Police has noticed 
with (?dismay) the incessant call for civil disobedience 
being masterminded by an organization—Campaign for 
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Democracy—notwithstanding the provisions of the 
Public Order Act. All workers, transporters, market 
women, traders, media houses, and other members of the 
public are hereby advised to go about their businesses as 
they have always been doing. The police has put in place 
adequate security arrangement for the safety of their 
lives and properties. 


All parents and guardians are to advise their children 
and wards against being used by anyone to cause trouble. 
Traditional rulers, religious leaders, and elders are 
appealed to to encourage their subjects and followers to 
keep peace. Furthermore, we are all aware of the state- 
ment of Chief Moshood Abiola that has come back to 
Nigeria, his fatherland, to make peace. In the light of 
this, the police will not hesitate to deal with any indi- 
vidual or group of persons who intend to cause civil 
disobedience or disrupt this peaceful existence of the 
society. [end recording] 


Campaigners Vow To Defy Ban 


AB2809220093 Paris AFP in English 2132 GMT 
28 Sep 93 


[Text] Lagos, Sep 28 (AFP)}—Pro-democracy and human 
rights campaigners in Nigeria vowed Tuesday [28 Sep- 
tember] to press ahead Wednesday with a planned three- 
day national protest, in defiance of a police ban. 


The police have warned of swift action against the 
organisers of the “unauthorised” protest. 


The Campaign for Democracy (CD), grouping some 40 
human rights and democracy organisations, put Out a 
statement Tuesday to disown a bogus CD leaflet calling 
off the protest. 


“The leaflets are the handiwork of the gover. ment intent 
on confusing Nigerians and preventing them from 
turning out en masse for the protest”’, it said. 


In a bid to abort the protest, the government has 
launched a virulent attack on the organisers and urged 
Nigerians to “ignore the CD call (for protest) for your 
own benefit.” 


“The CD organisers don’t suffer, the strike promoters 
don’t care. They have provided well for themselves with 
money obtained from abroad to destabilise Nigeria by all 
means’’, said a government statement, broadcast repeat- 
edly here Tuesday on official Radio Nigeria. 


According to the CD, the peaceful protest is aimed at 
forcing the interim national government, established by 
the military !ast August 26, to cede power to the winner 
of the June |2 presidential electon. 


Chief Moshood Abiola, the candidate of the progressive 
Social Democractic Party (SDP), has proclaimed himself 
winner of that election, annulled by the military govern- 
ment of General Ibrahim Babangida for alleged irregu- 
larities. 
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The protest would begin in the morning with a march to 
the office of the Lagos state governor, Michael Otedola, 
a CD spokesman told AFP. 


CD Chairman Beko Ransome-Kuti has written to 
interim President Ernest Shonekan urging him to mon- 
itor security agents who have promised to disrupt the 
protest and arrest activists. 


“We call on you to call your men to order, to desist 
forthwith from further disrupting our legitimate and 
peaceful programmes”, he said. 


A similar CD protest last month brought much of the 
country in and around Lagos to a standstill. 


Pro-Democracy Groups Begin Protests 


AB2909110093 Dakar PANA in English 1033 GMT 
29 Sep 93 


[Text] Lagos, 29 Sep (PANA)—Streets in the usually 
traffic-choked city of Lagos are virtually empty as a 
three-day protest called by pro-democracy groups, under 
the umbrella of the Campaign for Democracy, began 
Wednesday [29 September] despite warnings by the 


police. 


Apart from a few commercial vehicles and private cars 
on the roads, the usual bustling commercial area in 
downtown Lagos recorded very few pedestrians on a 
normally busy day. Most banks, commercial! houses, the 
post office, and private businesses are closed. Govern- 
ment offices are staffed by few employees. 


In a television broadcast late Tuesday the Lagos State 
governor, Michael Otedola, called on Lagosians to go 
about their normal duties and shun the protests. Thou- 
sands of those who heeded his call are stranded today at 
bus stops. 


The Lagos State police command warned that it would 
deal ruthlessly with any person or group who engaged in 
illegal rallies, processions or demonstrations in the state. 
In a statement signed by the command's spokesperson, 
Isaac Akinmoyede, the police warned parents to advise 
their wards to desist from participating in such acts. The 
police called on the public to disregard the stay-at-home 
order, assuring it of public safety and freedom from 
molestation. 


A similar warning during the July protests went 
unheeded as citizens apprehensive of the first demon- 
stration which left more than 100 persons dead, refused 
to take the police advice and stayed in doors for three 
days. 


‘Normal Activities’ Despite Call 


AB2909112593 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 29 Sep 93 


[Text] Normal activities are taking place in Lagos and 
other parts of Nigeria today, the first of three days of 
protests called by civil rights groups known as Campaign 
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for Democracy. The protest is said to be in favor of the 
release of the presidential election held in June but 
annulled by the former military government. Public 
transport is Operating as usual in Lagos, and most 
businesses are opened and functioning. A group of 
demonstrators were seen in parts of the city. They 
carried placards and sang songs as they marched peace- 
fully, apparently heading toward the home of the presi- 
dential candidate of the Social Democratic Party in the 
June poll. 


Police ‘Brutally’ Disperse Protesters 


AB2909114693 Paris AFP in French 1112 GMT 
29 Sep 93 


[Text] Lagos, 29 Sep (AFP)}—The police this morning 1n 
Lagos brutally dispersed a demonstration organized by 
the Campaign for Democracy [CD] to force Ernest 
Shonekan’s interim government to hand over power to 
Moshood Abiola. About 50 policemen charged with 
truncheons and used tear gas to disperse some 500 
demonstrators gathered at Ikeja, a district north of the 
city, with the aim of marching to the office of Lagos State 
Governor Michael Otedola. The demonstrators reacted 
by burning tires on the road leading io the Lagos Inter- 
national Airport. They told AFP that they would try to 
reassemble in front of the state governor's office located 
near Ikeja. The CD, a body made of some 40-odd 
humanitarian organizations, has called a three-day 
strike, beginning today. to back their demand that the 
interim government, set up by the military authorities 
after General Ibrahim Babangida’s resignation, hand 
over power to Moshood Abiola, the man believed to 
have won the |2 June elections annulled by the military. 


Electoral Commission Releases Election 
Timetable 


AB2809185693 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 28 Sep 93 


[Text] The National Electoral Commission has released 
the timetable for the coming local government and 
presidential elections. According to the timetable, 
updating of the voters register will commence on | 
November and end on the 14th of the same month. Ward 
congresses of the two political parties will take place on 
20 November, to be followed by local government con- 
gresses on 4 December. The state congresses have been 
fixed for 18 December while the national convention of 
the parties will hold between 7 and 9 January. President 
and local government election campaigns will commence 
on 10 January next year, to be followed by elections on 
19 February, and declaration of results from the day of 
elections to 23 February. Any possible runoff will take 
place on the 5 March, while a new president will be 
sworn on 31 March. 
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Airport Authorities Protest U.S. Security 
Sanctions 


AB2809165593 Lagos NEW NIGERIAN in English 
17 Sep 93 pp 12-13 


[Advertiser's announcement; “The U.S. Ban on Murtala 
Muhammed International Airport, Ikeja: The Issues at 
Stake”’] 


[Text] On August 11, 1993, the United States Depart- 
ment of Transport suspended air services between Lagos 
and the United States. The suspension order affects, 
specifically, direct flights between the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport, Ikeja, and New York, the only 
direct link between Nigeria and the United States. The 
US government claims that its action is based on the lack 
of adequate security at the Lagos airport. Murtala 
Muhammed Airport, MMA, it said, “does not maintain 
and administer effective security measures and that a 
condition continues to exist that threatens safety or 
security of passengers, aircraft or crew travelling to or 
from Lagos airport.” 


The management of Murtala Muhammed Airport and 
the Nigerian Airports Authority view this action with 
grave concern. Not only has it seriously dented the image 
of the country, it has caused serious economic losses to 
the nation and its people. A number of passengers have 
been stranded in Lagos and New York. Re-routing their 
flights is bound to be more costly in money and time. A 
tuumber of potential visitors to the country have been 
discouraged from making their trips. The national car- 
rier, Nigeria Airways, has been denied operation on one 
of its most lucrative routes. The loss to the economy is 
bound to be enormous. 


We of the MMA would like to put the records straight to 
enable the public to understand the real issues involved. 
The US Federal Aviation Act mandates the Federal 
Aviation Authority, FAA, to ensure that airports which 
originate direct flights to the United States comply 
wholly with the 22 security procedures prescribed by the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation, ICAO. In 
pursuant of this, FAA officials initiated a series of visits 
to the MMA in 1992 during which the management of 
NAA, MMA and officials of government reviewed the 
Situation at the airport. The findings at the time was that 
MMA has met most of the requirements, although there 
were still some areas which needed additional attention. 
These areas were the installation of screening machines 
at the departure and arrival gates as well as introduction 
of firmer access control procedures. 


The two airlines which serve the route—Nigeria Airways 
and America Trans Air—were asked to adopt additional 
security measures. These include positive baggage iden- 
tification, body screening, passport review at the jetway 
and cross-checks of the aircraft before passenger 
boarding. 


Thereafter, a series of meetings were held between the 
government and airport authority officials and the FAA 
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representatives. Actions were similarly taken to rectify 
the anomalies. Some of these actions were the refurbish- 
ment of the close circuit television at the terminal 
building, repair of the four Heinemann X-ray screening 
machines with which bombs, explosives and ammuni- 
tions can be identified, acquisition of metal detectors, 
redesign of the conveyor belt system, the repair of the 
flight information display units and the redesign of 
access procedures. 


However, while these were still going on, the American 
Department of Transport, by order 92-10-17 served on: 
October 8, 1992, declared that the MMA was unsafe. 
The order made it mandatory for airlines flying into the 
country from the United States to carry notification 
warning passengers that MMA does not maintain and 
administer effective security procedures. We want to add 
that this warning was security procedures. We want to 
add that this warning was largely ignored by the airlines. 


When the notification came, the government became 
more worried because of the implication it would have 
on the country’s image. The government and NAA 
realised that apart from tarnishing the image of the 
airport and the country, the notice could inadvertently 
turn the attention of terrorists to the airport. Even the 
FAA admitted this fact. In subsequent meetings after the 
October 1992 notification, specific areas of concern were 
again outlined which government and the NAA tackled. 
An airport security manual drawn up with the active 
participation of the FAA was signed and adopted during 
the tenure of Engineer Olawale Ige as transport and 
communications minister. Our men were trained on 
certain security aspects under FAA’s auspices. 


The only area where NAA has not been able to meet fully 
the requirement of the FAA is in the provision of 
colour-coded photo identification cards for airport 
workers, and the FAA 1s aware and has shown enormous 
understanding of our predicament. The machine to 
produce that identify card 1s not availabe in the country. 
Order has been placed for the equipment with its 
German manufacturers since June but we are yet to take 
delivery of them due to importation procedures. The 
FAA is fully aware of this. In the interim, we have 
designed an in-house colour-coded identification card 
which is serving the same purpose as the one FAA is 
demanding. 


During the last visit of the FAA inspection team in July, 
this card was made available to them for inspection and 
was fully endorsed. The team members also reviewed 
other measures put in place since their last inspection 
visit. The new Security Identification Display Area, 
SIDA, was already in place to help in the control of 
movement within the airport and outside. The bound- 
aries of the airport have been extended and effectively 
policed in efforts to restrict movement within the air- 
port. The inspection team was quite impressed with the 
situation on the ground and said as much to Chief Wole 
Adeosun, the former Secretary for Transport and Com- 
munications on July 22. The indication from the team 
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before it left Lagos was that the notification would be 
withdrawn because of the enormous improvements that 
have taken place. We were, therefore, surprised that 
barely a fortnight after the team expressed satisfaction 
with our efforts and improvement, the US Transport 
Department would take such an extreme position. 


We want to state clearly that we do not agree with the 
Department of Transport’s reason for severing the air 
link. We see it as unnecessary, unwarranted and ill- 
motivated. In the 13 years of the Murtala Muhammed 
Airport, there has been no case of such security lapses 
that would warrant the blacklist of an airport. If there 
were, ICAO would have taken notice and acted appro- 
priately. To weigh the actions of the American govern- 
ment objectively, one must appreciate the position of 
other countries whose airlines fly into the country regu- 
larly. 


Every week, the Murtala Muhammed airport handles at 
least 20 foreign airlines, including the leading European 
megacarriers like British Airways, Lufthansa, KLM, 
Swiss Air, Sabena, Air France and Alitalia. There are 
other airlines like Varig, Ethiopian and Air Afrique. 


Before the commencement of operations in 1992 by 
American Trans Air, these airlines accounted for more 
than 85 per cent of the total traffic to and from Nigeria. 
Nothing embarrassing has ever happened. There has 
been no case of terrorist attack or hijacking or bomb 
blast at the airport, partly because of the preventive 
security measures in place at MMA and the sister air- 
ports. We have been commended by some of these 
airlines for the tremendous improvements that have 
taken place at the airport in the last two years. If the 
airports were as bad as America wants the world to 
believe, it is only reasonable to say that other countries 
would have followed the example of America to safe- 
guard the interest, lives and properties of their nations. 
As it appears, America is alone in its verdict and it is 
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either that its verdict is wrong when judged objectively 
or right when extraneous factors are the underlying 
considerations. 


We have taken this step to explain our position in the 
light of the situation. America has been under increased 
threats of terrorist attack lately and the pressure it is 
exerting On countries which maintain direct air link with 
it is understandable. But we want to maintain that our 
airports, especially Murtala Muhammed International 
Airport, is not porous and unsafe as the American 
government’s action suggest. We want to state categori- 
cally that even without the FAA prompting, we have 
been taking appropriate measures to ensure safetly of 
lives and properties at the airport. We believe that we 
Owe it a duty to protect and preserve the lives and 
properties of all airport users, irrespective of their 
country of origin. Adequate security at the airport is 
needed both for the organisation's point of view as well 
as the overall interest of the nation. We have been doing 
this in the past and will continue to strive to improve 
security arrangements at the airport. 


Airport users will readily agree that the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport has undergone a tremendous 
facelift in the last two years. Airport security has been 
streamlined and brought under effective control. The 
redesign of the airport's conveyor belt has completely 
eliminated luggage poaching. The erection of a perimeter 
fence around the airport has similariy eliminated theft of 
airfield installations. Access control measures have dras- 
tically reduced the incidence of touting. We expect that 
once the new photo identification system fully takes off, 
only legitimate airport users will find their way into the 
terminal building. 


This is our own side of the story. 
[Signed] THE MANAGEMENT, 
MURTALA MUHAMMED AIRPORT, 
IKEJA. 
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